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LECTURE Il. — Parr IV. 
ON ORGANIC AFFECTIONS AND INJURIES OF THE SPINAL CORD 
PRODUCING SOME OF THE SYMPTOMS OF 
SPINAL HEMIPLEGIA. 

Various kinds of paralysis from disease of the spinal cord—Para- 
lysis of one arm—Paralysis of the two limbs on one side, 
with or without hesia on the same side, and anes- 
thesia on the other side—Paralysis of voluntary movement, 
with vaso-motor paralysis in the limbs or in the eye and face 
—Paralysis of one arm and anesthesia of the other arm or 
of the other leg—Other kinds of combination of symptoms— 

REvIEwING now most of the cases I know of partial or in- 
complete, and of complicated, cases of spinal hemiplegia 
caused by an organic affection of, or an injury to, the spinal 
cord, I find, and will show, that they present a great variety 
of symptoms as regards the parts attacked with paralysis of 
movements, anesthesia, hyperesthesia, vaso-motor para- 
lysis, &c. I will first give a short account of cases of partial 
or incomplete spinal hemiplegia, and then relate briefly also 
some cases of complicated or double spinal hemiplegia. 

I. Cases of alteration of a small part of one of the lateral 
halves of the spinal cord in the cervical region.—The effects of 
such an alteration ar Aye omy paralysis of movement only 
in one arm or in limbs on one side, but more so in 
either the upper or the lower one. It may produce anms- 


thesia in the ite arm or in both arms; it may produce 
ia in the opposite leg and not in the arm ; it may pro- 
duce h esia and elevation of temperature in one or 


two limbs on the same side; it may also produce all the 
ptoms of a division f the cervical sympathetic nerve in 

e neck. Besides, there may be a coexistence of any set 
of two or three of the above sym s. I will now briefly 
relate a number of examples to show how great is the variety 
of the symptoms that can be observed in organic alterations 
of a lateral half of the spinal marrow. 

Ist. Paralysis of one arm only in cases of alteration in some 
of the spinal cord.—The most decisive ease of that kind 
know of, has been put on record by a French practitioner, 
. Laurence.* I only give a very short account of the 


a! 


case. 
Case 20.—A young, consumptive man was attacked with 
paralysis of movement, limited to the right upper limb. The 
ysis was complete, but there was no diminution of feel- 
limb. He died, and the au showed a 
the size of a small walnut, between the dura mater 
and the bone on the right side, pressing upon the right lateral 
half of the cervical enlargement of the spinal cord, especially 
against the anterior column, which was softened in an ex- 

tent of about an inch and a half. 

It is to be regretted that the author has not mentioned 
of sensibility in the left limbs, where most likely 
there was some degree of anwsthesia (especially in the lower 
one). The case is, nevertheless, a decisive one to show that 
Soraya corey 208 po aan varnigne’ Sven on ale 
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the antero-lateral column of the spinal cord in the 
cervical region. This case, as well as others to be mentioned 
hereafter, shows that, in some parts at least of the cervical 
region of the spinal cord, the nerves of motion for the upper 
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limbs are more superficial than those for the lower er- 
tremities. 

2nd. Paralysis of both limbs on one side, without other decided 
symptoms of spinal hemiplegia, in cases of alteration in some 
parts of the spinal cord.—I will give a few examples of this 
kind of incompiete spinal hemiplegia to show that i 
to the seat and extent of the alteration in the spinal 
there are some differences in the symptoms. I begin with 
an interesting case, which we owe to Dr. Thomas Davis.* 


Casz 21.—A man was struck violently on the neck, and 
fell in a ditch, where two cows trampled upon him. At first 
there was excruciating pain all down the left side, with an 
incomplete paralysis of the arm and leg. On his admission 
he complained of intense pain in the left arm ; he could move 
the right arm and leg, but there was complete loss of motion 
in the opposite side ; sensation was perfect ; the respiration 
was laborious. He became worse, and died, apparentl 
asphyxiated.—The third cervical vertebra was fractured. x 

t of bone was driven inwards, and a spicula had 
become detached, which, although it had not actually pene- 
trated the substance of the spinal marrow, caused an inden- 
tation of the dura mater on the left side. There was some 
extravasation of blood and considerable t nee of the 
vessels in the neighbourhood of the injury, but below this 
both the spinal cord and its coverings appeared healthy. 

Dr. T. Davis states that “sensation was aoe in his 
patient, but he does not say in what parts he had investi- 
gated the state of sensibility. In the left side—the para- 
lysed one,—there was evidently a morbidly increased sensi- 
bility; and on the other side some anesthesia would have 
been found by a careful examination. Leaving this last 
feature aside, I will say that the case shows that an altera- 
tion of a part of a lateral half of the spinal cord in the cer- 
vical region can produce a paralysis oF movement in both 
limbs on the same side, with hyperesthesia in the paralysed 
parts, especially the upper limb. 

In the following case hyperesthesia has not been noted, 
but it must have existed at least during a part of the illness. 
The case has been published by a surgeon of Lyons, Mr. 
Nichet.t 

Case 22.—A soldier had a tuberculous affection of the 
bones of the neck. His head was turned so that the back 
was bent towards the left shoulder, and the face looking to 
the right. His right limbs became paralysed, and were 
completely so when he died. The right side of the spinal 

ve aa by the di odontoid process and 
by a layer of tubere matter, three lines thick, placed 
between the dura mater and the tirst three vertebra. 

In this case, unfortunately, the state of sensibility was 
not noted, so that the only reason of my giving this very 
short account is to show by one additional fact, with an 
autopsy, the production of complete paralysis in the two 
limbs on one side, by an alteration of a portion of a lateral 
half of the spinal cord in the cervical region. 


Pretty much the same thing may be said of the following 
case, which we owe to Ollivier d’ Angers.} 


CasE 23.—A student was suddenly attacked with pain in 
his neck and difficulty of movement of the two limbs. 
He was cured in five months. Five years he was 
attacked with paralysis of the four limbs, and died. The 
auto} showed, besides a considerable fresh effusion of 
blood, the evidence of an old effusion in the left side of the 

nal cord, in the cervical region, where cellulo-fibrous 
tissue was found in place of the nerve-fibres. 

This case is interesting in two ways: first, in showing 
how slight may be the effect produced by a hemorrhage in 
the spinal cord ; secondly, in proving that a return of volun- 
tary movement may take place, notwithstan the per- 
sistence of a morbid ic change in the spinal cord.§ In 
this case the effusion taken place inside the cord; in 





* The Dublin Medical Press, 1854, vol. xxxi., p. 212. 
+ Gazette Médicale de Paris, 1835, p. 533. 

3 Traits des Maladie de la Moelle Epinidre, Sime edit. 1837, vol. ti, 
. 170. 

Pe This case was, I think, the first one ever recorded showing that an effa- 
sion of blood in the spinal cord can be cured. The patient recovered com- 
letely, and lived five years after the effusion, when another one destroyed 
Bis ii . Lhave seen three cases of cure of in the spinal cord : 
one, of which I will speak in this lecture, was by an accident, 
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the following one, recorded by Abercrombie,* it occurred 


_ outside of that organ. 


Cass 24.—A gentleman was attacked with hemiplegia of 
the left side, which gradually changed into paraplegia, after 
which symptoms of spinal meningitis appeared, and he died. 
——No disease in the brain. Besides the evidence of inflamma- 
tion of the spinal meninges, there was an apoplectic cyst, 
external to the cord, about half an inch in diameter and 
more than an inch in length, on the left side, at the upper 
dorsal vertebre. 

In this case the hemiplegia, which was caused by effused 
blood pressing on the left side of the spinal cord, soon dis- 
a , as we often observe in cases of paralysis due to a 
pressure upon the cord, when this cause is diminished or re- 
moved, It was not soin the following case, published by 
Dr. Cathcart Lees,t in which the pressure increased, and 
destroyed life. 

Casz 25.—A woman, after an epileptic fit, was hemiplegic 
on the right side. She improved, but afterwards lost gra- 
dually the use, first, of the arm, and then of the leg, on the 
side previously affected. She died almost suddenly.—Brain 
healthy. The right half of the odontoid process was carious, 
and this process was displaced laterally, and the medulla 
was compressed. 

In this case, as in the three preceding, only paralysis of 
motion has been noted, although there must have been some 
disturbance also worth being mentioned as regards sensi- 
bility, the temperature of the limbs, and the condition of 
the face and eye on one side. In the cases I have now to 
speak of, other symptoms than a simple paralysis of volun- 
tary muscles were observed. 

3rd. Paralysis of movement in one side of the body, with 
paralysis of the vaso-motor nerves of the same side. — The only 
ease I could give in which these two symptoms alone have 
existed I have already . It is a most interesting 
case, observed by Dr. Collin (see Tur Lancer, Feb. 13th, 
1869, p. 219), in which the vaso-motor paralysis was so ex- 
cessive that a difference of even more than 20° Fahr. was 
found between the two hands. 

4th. Paralysis of limbs on one side, and effects of paralysis of 
the sympathetic cervical nerve in the face and eye on the same 
side.—A most interesting case showing these ptoms has 
been published by Andral.t I give here all the important 
features of the case. 

Case 26.—A man had pain at first in the left knee, then 
in the left thigh, and at last in the same side of the head. 
The movements of his neck became difficult; he vomited a 
good deal of pus, which came from an abscess between the 
pharynx and the spine; his head was inclined towards the 
right shoulder, and his face towards the right side. The 
fingers of the left hand were attacked with pricking ; they 
became benumbed, and could only be moved with difficulty. 
Two days after, the whole thoracic limb was deprived of 
movement; and the next day the lower limb on the same 
side (the left) became weaker than the right one. On ad- 
mission at the Charité, it was found that his head and face 
were turned to the right; that he had pain in the left side 
of the head ; that his left pupil was less large than the right ; 
that the left conjunctiva was strongly congested; that the left 
oper eyelid was falling alittle; that his sight was equally good 
on sides ; that his intelligence was normal; that the 
power of motion was completely lost in the left arm, in 
which sensibility remained entire; and that there was a 
notable diminution of movement in the left lower extremity. 
A fortnight after, he suddenly stopped talking, his breath- 
ing became remarkably slow, and in half an hour he died.— 
Brain healthy ; plenty of pus round the medulla oblongata 
and the spinal cord; the atlas and axis were carious; the 
odontoid process pressed against the spinal marrow, and 
had reduced it to a pulp. 

Andral admits that the pressure by the odontoid process 
took place only when the patient stopped talking, and that, 
owing to the dislocation of the left occipito-atloid articula- 
tion, which had itted the head to be turned towards 
the right side, the left half of the spinal cord had been 
compressed. Whether quite right or not, this explanation 
is at least true in this B mea hy on the left side of the cord 
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was injured in some way. This injury produced not only 
the paralysis of movement, but also several of the charac- 
teristic effects of a section of the cervical sympathetic 
nerve—i.e., paralysis of bloodvessels (at least in the con- 
junctiva), constriction of the pupil, and partial closure of 
the eyelids. 

5th. Paralysis with hyperasthesia in one arm, and anesthesia 
in the other arm.—Cullen* mentions the case of a person 
who was attacked with paralysis in one arm, and whose 
feeling was more perfect, more exquisite, in that part than 
it was in health. After some time the other arm lost its 
feeling, while this faculty remained in the paralysed arm. 
Circulation was good in this last part, but considerably 
diminished in the anesthetic limb. In this case, which re- 
sembles that of Dr. C. B. Radcliffe, of which I have already 
spoken (THe Lancet, May 22nd, 1869, p. 704), the fol- 
lowing features of spinal hemiplegia seem to have been ob- 
served :— 

lst. A paralysis of voluntary movement in one side. 

2nd. A seinen 2 = paralysis in that side, which, not bei 
understood, led to the statement that circulation was di 
nished in the opposite side. 

3rd. Hyperesthesia in the paralysed side. 

4th. Anwsthesia in the opposite side. 

As there was no autopsy, there is no means of knowing 
exactly the seat of the alteration in the spinal cord; but 
many facts, and the conclusions drawn from them in this 
and the preceding lecture, show that there was an altera- 
tion in one of the lateral halves of that organ (on the para- 
lysed side), above the origin of the nerves of the eo 
limbs. I will speak hereafter of the interesting fact 
these limbs only were affected. 

6th. Paralysis of one arm and anesthesia of the leg on the 
opposite side —Only one case with these features has ever 
been recorded, so far as I know: we owe it to Boyer (see 
Tue Lancer, May 22nd, 1869, p. 703). The fact that high 
up in the spinal cord (near the medulla oblongata), the con- 
ductors of sensitive impressions for the lower extremity on 
one side occupy a different place from that where the 
conductors of similar impressions belonging to upper 
extremity of the same side, explains how the first group of 
conductors can be injured (by a sword cut, as in the quoted 
ease of Boyer), while the second group is not. As 
the paralysis of one arm while the leg on the correspondi 
side was only slightly affected, or even not at all 
we find that there are several cases of that kind already re- 
corded (see, in this lecture, Cases 16, 19, 20, and © 's 


case). 

7th. Paralysis of the arm and leg on one side, and alterations 
of sensibility in beth arms.—These peculiar features have 
been observed by Mr. Jos. Swant in a case of which I will 
only give a very short analysis. 

Case 27.—Colonel S—— had a concussion of the spinal 
cord on the 23rd of February, after which the following 
symptoms were successively noted: Tingling in both arms; 
violent cramp in the left leg; complete loss of power of 
moving this limb ; partial paralysis of left arm ; pain on left 
side of the spine and left side of the lower part of the abdo- 
men. On the 25th he moves left arm better, but has no 
power over the left leg, in which the sensation of touch 
is perfect ; he felt also the coldness of water in a glass. On 
the 27th, less tingling in both arms ; car move the left foot 
a little. On March Ist, pain in both arms, and at short ribs 
on the left side. On the 4th, more use of left leg. He then 
improved daily. Sensation not so perfect in the little finger 
ou inner side of the ring finger as in other parts of the 
right hand. In May he complained of a numbness in his 
right side, not in the left. e power of motion im 
faster in the leg than in the arm on the paralysed si (the 
left). A year after the accident he died, after havin 
some symptoms of cerebro-spinal meningitis.—Spinal dura 
mater healthy ; arachnoid thickened and ue ; at the fifth 
cervical vertebra a firm adhesion between dura mater and 
arachnoid. No mention of state of spinal cord in the cer- 
vical region. - 

The interesting features of this case are that from a 
lesion in the left side of the spinal cord, probably at the 


* I cannot quote the passage of Cullen’s works in which this case is 
en, as I have only now a translation of his works entitled “ Médecine 
ique,” in which I find this case at p. 230, vol. ii. 
wae Diseases and Injuries of the Nerves. New edition, 1834, 
p- et seq. 
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level of the fifth cervical vertebra, there was paralysis of | and some wasting of the muscles. In walking she dragged 


motion in the limbs in that side, with transferred or sub- 
jective sensations in both arms, and anesthesia in the parts 
receiving the ulnar nerve in the right hand, and also numb- 
ness of the right side. 

8th. Paralysis and hyperesthesia in the limbs on one side, 
with anesthesia in the opposite side.— These features are 
the most characteristic ones in the complete spinal 
hemiplegia (see my first lecture in Tue Lancer, November 
and ber, 1868). I have observed them in a case in 
which they existed without some of the other essential symp- 
toms of that kind of paralysis. I can only give very few 
iculars of that case, as I saw the patient but once, and 

no time then to write all the details of his symptoms. 


Case 28.—Mr. S——, a patient sent to me by Dr. Henry 
J. Bigelow, had a concussion of the spine, after which he 
was paralysed on the right side. When I saw him he had 
recovered a great deal of power in the paralysed limbs, and 
had an increased sensibility to touch, to tickling, and to 

ul impressions in these parts, especially the lower one. 

n the left limbs, on the contrary, there was an evident, 

but not considerable, anwsthesia, as regards touch, tickling, 
and painful impressions. 

The diagnosis I came to in this case was that the con- 
eussion (which had produced neither a fracture nor a dis- 
location of the vertebrw) had been the cause of an effusion 
of blood in a small part of the right side of the spinal cord 
in the cervical region, above the place of decussation of the 
conductors of sensitive impressions of the upper extremities. 
As in that case there were no marked differences between 
the two sides of the face and the two eyes, it is evident 
that the seat of the lesion was not, as in the case of Andral, 
which I have mentioned (Case 26), in the part of the spinal 
cord where pass the nerve-fibres belonging to the cervical 
sympathetic nerve. 

IL. Cases in which an alteration occupies a part of both sides 
SSS See he saves Be Se cae than in he ear 

bly cases of this kind are more numerous than cases 
2 boca - — is sage confined to one-half of 

e cord; but not offer the great variety of 
tome which we find = So last cases. I will walt teoel 

t erent sets of symptoms produced by an organic 
affection of, or an injury to, Both sides of the spinal cord. 

lst. Paralysis of movement emisting chiefly in the limbs of one 
side, with or without impairment of sensibility.—I will give 
three cases of this kind, the first of which has been reported 
by Dr. R. Bright.* 

Casz 29.—A young man, after pain and stiffness in the 
neck, had his head bent down, forward, with almost com- 
plete hemiplegia on the right side. After some im 
ment and a relapse, the left leg was found much affected 
and always cold to the touch. He became unable to walk 
without assistance, complaining that his limbs felt asleep ; 
but they retained their sensation. He was attacked with 
erysipelas, which extended over his face and scalp; he be- 
came quite unable to move any part of his body, passing 
his urine and feces in bed, ond soup died.—No affection cf 
brain. Spinal cord congested in one or two spots. Pro- 
cessus dentatus enlarged and displaced, pressing upon the 


spinal cord. 

Unfortunately Dr. oe does not say what part of the 
cord was compressed. e symptoms, bret show that 
the displacement of the processus dentatus must have been 
such as to make it press on the right side of the spinal 
cord, but at first only, as after a time it must have pressed 
also on the left side. Evidently the antero-lateral parts 
of the spinal marrow were the only parts injured, as sensi- 
bility seemed to persist. 

I come now to the case of Dr. Todd,+ which he and other 
physicians have considered as being a type of spinal hemi- 
plegia. Persons who have paid some attention to the facts 

views I have brought forward in this and in the pre- 
— lecture will oe ah ee that it does not deserve 
such a position. Owing to the value of the case, I give it 
almost compl. . = 


Case 50.—M. > = sixteen, admitted Nov. 18th, 
1849. Had always been delicate. On admission, she com- 
—— pain in the head and some stiffness in the neck. 
tT was complete paralysis of the left arm, with flaccidity 
* Reports of Medical Cases, 1831, vol. ii., part i., p. 417. Case exevii. 

+ Clinical Lectures on Paralysis, =. 1d ene veitieass 





her Jeft leg with a sweeping movement. She could move 
that limb up and down as she lay in bed, but she was unable 
to hold it up from the bed. Sensibility was impaired, 
although she retained a considerable amount of feeling on 
the paralysed side. Her head was drawn to the right side, 
and the face looked forward and rather to the left. There 
was a very rigid state of the right sterno-mastoid muscle, 
On the left side, the neck presented considerable deep- 
seated swelling in the region of the uppermost cervical ver- 
tebre. The palsy of the arm appears to have come on 
gradually after the appearance of the swelling, and the 
weakness of the leg appeared after that of the arm. On the 
11th of December it was found that she had lost the use of 
the left leg completely. She complained also of twitchin 
on the left side of her body. The intercostal and abdominal 
muscles of the left side remained perfectly motionless during 
respiration. The umbilicus at each expiration was distinctly 
drawn to the right side. Sensibility was not more impaired 
in the paralysed limbs than on her admission. No difference 
could be observed between the two sides as regards tem- 
perature. On the 12th, the right arm was found to be partially 
paralysed; she was just able to flex and extend the fingers 
slowly and feebly. The power of the sphincters was lost, 
and the feces and urine were passed involuntarily. The 
action of the diaphragm on inspiration was so feeble that it 
could scarcely be felt in its descent. No contraction could be 
detected in intercostal muscles of the left side. On the 
13th, sensation was more impaired in the left arm and leg, 
and she complained of a want of power over the right leg. 
On the 14th, the whole of the left side below the neck and also 
the right arm were completely paralysed. Voluntary power 
in the right leg almost entirely lost. Respiration feebly 
ae by the right side of the diaphragm, then only 

y the sterno-mastoid, and at last she died —The disease 
consisted chiefly in an enlargement of the odontoid process 
of the second vertebra. This extended backwards, wear- 
ing through the dura mater ; and it was covered on the left 
ide by a fibro-cartilaginous growth, which compressed and 
flattened the spinal cord on the left of the median fissure. 
The compression of the cord was so great, that it seemed 
as if a large portion of the nervous matter had been pushed 
from the left to the right side, and partly upwards ; and the 
cord was swollen both above and to the right of the com- 
pressed The nervous matter on the left side was soft 
and slightly discoloured, as from small ecch ; thaton 
the right of the fissure was very soft and diffluent. 

This important case deserves at least some remarks. 
There are two points in it which appear to be in such 
absolute cuntgulbation with the principal of the charac- 
teristic features of spinal hemiplegia that I must call at- 
tention to them. I mean the impairment of sensibility in 
the paralysed (the left) side, and the absence of anms- 
thesia in the opposite side, if we take it for granted that 
the lack of mention of the condition of sensibility in this 
last side (the right) means that there was no diminution 
of that faculty. I think that no one who has paid some 
attention to the facts and reasonings I have so much in- 
sisted upon in this and the ge lecture can have 
the least doubt that, if, in Dr. Todd’s patient, the in- 
jury was ever limited to the left side of the spinal cord, a 
diminution of sensibility, however slight, cannot then have 
existed in the left limbs. I think also that there cannot be 
a doubt that, if not only the anterior and lateral columns, 
but also the grey matter of the left side of the cord, were 
injured, there must have been at least some anwsthesia in 
the right limbs. 

There is one way to reconcile this case with the teachi 
of experimental physiol and clinical medicine: it is 
admitting that there already was at the time of the admis- 
sion of the patient at King’s College Hospital a pressure 
exerted by the odontoid process, not only on the antero- 
lateral column of the left side, but also on the grey matter 
of the two sides of the cord; and that the recognised anws- 
thesia in the left limbs was due to the alteration of the grey 
matter in the right side, while the alteration of that sub- 
stance on the left side produced an unrecognised, or at 
least not mentioned, anesthesia. 

Whether this explanation of the symptoms of this case 
be the right one or not, I will leave undecided, as the 
autopsy having been made only when the disease had pro- 
aueened considerably, it is impossible to reach a postive 
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conclusion ; but one thing is certain,—it is that this case | 


eannot in any way serve, as Dr. Todd thought, as a type of 
spinal hemiplegia. Far from being a type, it is not even a 
case of pure or simple spinal hemiplegia, either complete 
or incomplete. It differs essentially from incomplete spinal 
hemiplegia in the coexistence of anesthesia and i 
in the limbs on the side injured in the cord; and it di 
radically, also, from complete spinal hemiplegia by the 
absence of (noted) anesthesia in the limbs on the opposite 
side to that of the injury. 


In the following case we find, as in the preceding one 
the absence of mention of anwsthesia, or, at any rate, of the 
state of sensibility, in one side of the body; but the a. 
toms are clear enough to show that the spinal cord was 
affected on both sides, and that there was what should be 
called double spinal hemiplegia. ‘The case, which I abridge 
considerably, was published by Mr. Solly.* 

Cass 31.—A plasterer fell from a scaffolding, and lost 
consciousness. When he recovered he complained of his 
shoulder and neck ; the right side was paralysed, and there 
was loss of sensation, as well as motion, in the arm, as 
high as the elbow. A little later he complained of numb- 
ness in the right side; he had no power over the bladder, 
and had but little in his left leg. The next day, much pain 
in all his limbs; he had a little more sensation in his right 
arm, but no motion; face flushed; no power over the 
bladder; left hand and arm very cold. In the evening: 

ils scarcely sensible to light; more feeling in his right 
may and is said to have a little motion in his right leg, but 
the house-surgeon did not observe it. He died in the night. 
—The right lamin of the arches of the fourth and fifth cer- 
vical vertebre were fractured ; there was hemorrhage into 
the substance of the cord to considerable extent on the right 
side, more slightly on the left, but no breach of surface ; 
the effused blood on the right side occupied the whole of the 
grey matter and nearly half of the white, but not reaching 
the surface. On the left side the deposit was at least one- 
fourth that on the right. 

Had sensibility been the object of a careful examination 
in this case it would have been found almost completely, if 
not entirely, lost in the left side. There was considerable 
alteration of the right side of the spinal cord at a level and 
in a part where the effect must have been paralysis of move- 
ment in the two right limbs, anesthesia of a portion of the 
right arm, and anesthesia also of the two left limbs. Of 
these symptoms the first two have been reported, while the 
third one, if observed, has not been mentioned. There was 
also a relati slight alteration in the left half of the cord, 
which had uced the paralysis of the left lower limb, and 
must have some diminishing influence on the sensibility 
of both extremities of the right side. In other words, 
this was a case of double spinal emy, net and would 


have offered, if the symptoms had been thoroughly studied, 
these interesting features : 
In the right side. In the left side. 


Almost complete loss of mo- Slight loss of motion. 

tion. 
Anesthesia, not in a very Almost complete anesthesia. 
_ great degree. 

2nd. Paralysis in both legs and one arm, with hyperesthesia. 
—I know of but one case of this kind. We owe it to Mr. T. 
Bryant.t I only give a short analysis of it. 


“Case 32,— A man fell with a sack of coals upon him. 
He was at once paralysed of both legs and of the left arm. 
He at first had anesthesia in several , but complete 
only in the left arm. After a few hours sensibility returned 
everywhere, and soon after hyperesthesia appeared, and be- 
came so excessive that the skin could not be touched without 
causing pain, especially in the right arm. He continued to 
have power to move the right arm, and died thirty hours 
after the accident. Opposite the fifth cervical vertebra the 
substance of the cord was contused. There was found ecchy- 
mosis of the posterior horn of grey matter on the left side 
and of the adjacent part of the lateral and posterior columns. 
There was also ecchymosis in the right posterior column and 
in the right anterior cornua of the grey substance. The 
grey matter generally was hyperemic. 


I will only say now about this case (which is most impor- 





tant in a physiclogion! point of view) that the lesion on the 
left side of cord was not extensive enough, tran . 
to produce angsthesia in the opposite side, and that 

h esia in the four limbs was due to the ecchymoses 
in the two posterior columns. The fact that a lesion of the 
right side of the spinal cord (an ecchymosis in the anterior 
cornua) in the cervical region produced a paralysis of mo- 
tion in the lower extremity and not in the upper is quite 
in harmony with the teaching of experiments on animals 
and with other pathological cases, which show that the con- 
ductors for the voluntary movements of the arm are there 
superficial and located chiefly in the white lateral column, 
while those serving to the leg are deeper seated. 

3rd. Considerable paralysis with ia in one side, 
and slighter paralysis with anesthesia in the other side. 
one case of this kind exists, so farasI know. We owe it 
to Mr. South,* whose account I give, much shortened. 

Casx 33.—A man fell on a staircase. His limbs were para- 
lysed, except the left lower one, which had some power of 
motion, Sensibility of the whole right half of the body was 
morbidly exaggerated, while that of the left half was com- 
pletely destroyed, except in the abdomen, where some feel- 
ing existed. ‘The third day there was less hyperesthesia in 
the right side, and a slight return of feeling in the left side. 
On the fifth day he moved the left arm a little, and had 
more power in the left leg. He sank rapidly, and died in 
the night.—The atlas, odontoid process, and body of the 
fifth cervical vertebra were broken, but had not pressed on 
the spinal cord. A central lodge was found in this organ, 
containing a little blood. The substance of the cord was 
broken down and disorganised in front of the fifth cervical 
vertebra. 

Unfortunately the exact position of that “ central 
and the extent of the ‘‘ disorganisation” of the tissue of the 
cord are not given. There cannot be a doubt in the mind 
of those who have read my first lecture and the beginning 
of this one, that the principal seat of the lesion was.in the 
right half of the cord, producing the three decisive symp- 
toms of spinal hemiplegi ly, 
wsthesia on the side of the lesion (the right), and i 
lesion iar the lft haf of the cord: producing. pamsigeie 

in the e 
motion chiefly in the left arm, and having no ee 
sensibility on account of its location. 
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CLINICAL NOTES ON THE TREATMENT 
OF SYPHILIS. 


Br JOHN KENT SPENDER, M.D. Lonp., 


SURGEON TO THE MINERAL WATER HOSPITAL, AND TO THE EASTERN DI6- 
PENSARY, BaTH. 


(Concluded from p. 842.) 


I pass on to consider what is stated by Hutchinson to be 
a manifestation of disease between the second and third 
stages—the squamous syphilides. What we most commonly 
see in practice is the so-called psoriasis on the palm of the 
hand and on the sole of the foot. Mr. Erasmus Wilson calls 
it “‘ Syphiloderma squamosum”’ ; for, as he says, “‘ that which 
is called lepra is not a lepra, but a syphilis resembling a 
lepra.” It is a very characteristic lesion, and I have seen 
examples of it in both sexes and in all ranks of life. Its 
presence should always suggest a syphilitic history, in spite 
of all antecedent improbabilities and denials; and we should 
try to confirm our suspicion by inquiring after past ulcera- 
tions and glandular enlargements elsewhere. The skin 
perishes and ls; the margin of the necrosed skin 
assumes > acento outline ; as fast as fresh skin forms 
replace the old, it dies immaturvly, pe raw cracks and 
patches. An agricultural labourer, recently under my care, 
exhibited a good specimen of this malady, and illustrated 
» therapeutic “ew aa — medicines. The or ers 
mercury is (in my han e unfailing remedy ; it shoul 

or aduniniztoved to ma, adult sonia fn @he ned a hth of 
a grain three times a day, after food, and it may be com- 
bined with iron or bark. The treatment must be continued 





* Tas CRT, . 495, 
t Guy's Hovpital Reperte, Third Series, vol. v., 1859, p. 75. 


~* A System of Sur sery, by Chelins, translated by J. South, vol. i, p59. 
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for many weeks, and always left off by degrees. And the 
desased. tissues should be well smeared every night with 
the ointment of ammonio-chloride of mercury. 

_ The true “ psoriasis palmaris” of scrofulous children must 
never be mistaken for a syphilide. Further, there are ob- 
stinate cases of psoriasis in adults which I venture to think 
have a syphilitic root about them. A ble married 
woman, in the middle rank of life, applied to me at the end 
of last year on account of an obstinate “ is guttata”’ 
on legs and arms. It was sin iy rebellious to 
orthodox doses of arsenic; but di y T added to each of 
these about a twelfth of a grain of bichloride of a 
notable improvement occurred, and I had very little er 
trouble in tly curing the disease. I strongly recom- 
mend this combination of arsenic and bichloride of mercury 
as likely to rescue a practitioner now and then from con- 
siderable difficulty, and even discredit. A squamous syphi- 
lide, closely resembling psoriasis, is much more common on 
the front of the legs than is usually supposed ; tar ointment 
externally, and arsenic by itself internally, do it very little 


good. 

Lastly, I to discuss the large and ravaging ulcer- 
ations Frome ultimate facts of the syphilitic poison, 
which show an “ill constitution of the affected structures,” 
and that organs have been built up with a “ syphilised 


Serpiginous ulceration of the skin is always a tertiary 
of hilis, and, according to Hutchinson, is 
seldom seen ti five to ten years after the primary dis- 
ease. Its general form and ite Yishility to oocer on i 
tracts of skin, such as the buttocks, thighs, shoulders, and 
legs, distinguish it from lupus. I have recently had a per- 
iy. Sen of it under my care. 
gummatous nodule of the skin and connective tissue 
is the most characteristic of all the superficial lesions con- 
nected with syphilis. _— an aplastic exudation of a de- 
graded type, irritating e a foreign body, and stirring 
an inflammatory action of an asthenic kind. The ‘skin 
reddens and thins, and presently we have before us what 
looks like a common abscess ; similarly it breaks, but simi- 


nt, and which they may re- 
tain in defiance of all remedies. This is a very sure 
evidence of a specific toxemia. 
Now a favourite place of these ulcers, arising out of gum- 
matous nodules, is the upper part of the leg, and about the 
knee; and here I see numerous examples. On the same 
ay ma be observed,—(a) soft, indolent, round swellings ; 
() auditions red and inflamed ; (c) the same with a broken 
skin, and with ill-conditioned sores; (d) sores 
healthy and granulating. I have recently treated a married 
lady, rather beyond middle age, whose right leg was 
literally studded and riddled according to this fashion. 
No awkward questions are necessary in a case of this kind ; 
the is as plainly declared as if a written label 

were a to it, 
A still worse form of ulceration is seen in the skin sur- 
rounding the of om and often involving and destroying 
- The wife of a tradesman affords me con- 


medical treatment, careless of incessant re- 
lapses. Ulcers may develop in other of the body, and 
may easily be a source of trouble and discredit to the sur- 
if he fails to recognise whence they come. A labour- 
sary on ac- 
worried him 
sadly for two years; its syphilitic nature was at once ap- 
’ difficulty in curing it. The deep 
ulcers of the tonsils and palate are rapid and sloughing, 
San earn’ paseeent. T have seen a few cases of 
i of the tongue, the origin of which had 
been quite unsuspected ; but the syphilitic node in or near 
the centre of the tongue is absolutely distinguishable by its 
position from malignant disease. 
The diseases of periosteum and bone which are associated 
we Ane Miter remlts of syphilis, are of the im- 
but this is not occasion to ibe them 
, nor need I dwell here on the lesions of the internal 
ve 


Tha’ to say about treatment may be shortly 





summed up. It may be stated, in almost unqualified terms, 
that the pure naked metal mercury is never wanted ; but in 
the earlier hi of tertiary phenomena I have the same 
tnbounded confi in the double compound of m 
and iodide of potassium that I have in treating the deeper 
inflammations of the second stage. If there be any medicine 
endowed with the power of eradicating syphilis from the 
human system, it is this; provided always that it be taken 
long enough, and that its notorious tendency to purge be 
held in check. Cod-liver oil is often a most valuable 
auxiliary. For the later disorganisations arising out of the 
syphilitic taint, the doctrine seems well established that 
large doses (doses, I mean, exceeding fifteen grains) of 
iodide of potassium have pre-eminent virtues. It would 
pear that the patriarchal and usually unerring testimon 
of Mr. Paget must be set aside, and that “ Young Physic” 
is, for once, truer than he. Within the last two or three 
weeks, the medical journals have supplied fresh confirma- 
tion of the now well-known th utic fact that iodide of 
potassium may be administered with conspicuous advantage 
in a dose of from thirty to ninety grains, three times a day; 
and these have succeeded when trivial, timid doses have 
utterly failed. As a counterpoise to some phases of profes- 
sional scepticism, it is « real gain to have a medicine so 
distinctly trustworthy. ‘ , . 
Further, it is an axiom of iodide of potassium that it 
never (or with extreme rarity) exhibits its specific toxical 
effects when used for the special —_— of curing syphilis. 
And for some years past 1 have always comb some 
salt of iron (citrate or tartrate) with the iodide of potassium 
whenever poverty of blood and general tissue dn 
have cl existed. I believe that the iron economises 
and helps other salt, in addition to its own hematinic 
on 
Pt e spray of nitrate of silver or of sulphurous acid is 
useful in the syphilitic ulceration of the palate and tonsils ; 
and gargles of bichloride of mercury have been spoken of. 
The problem of the ent cure of is is yet un- 
solved. We talk of “specific” medicines for this and other 
diseases, the fact being that we are apt to call any 








ers. 
Dr. Gomme Budd has testified to the value of a long 
course of dilute nitric acid in syphilitic inflammation of the 
liver; but illa may, I think, be safely put away in 
the long list of empirical follies. The importance of chan, 
of air or climate, the benefits of a sea voyage, and the 
necessity of attention to diet and health, are too obvious 
to be passed by. It has been well remarked that any 
weakening influence brought to bear upon a patient the sub- 
ject of latent syphilis, may arouse the poison into activity. 
A few explicit words are desirable on syphilitic disease of 
the larynx. Here the peril is sometimes so desperate, that 
we have no time to theorise about this or that medicine, 
but we are bound to use that which will do its work in the 
shortest time. For the laryngeal inflammation of the second 
stage, mercury must be given with a rapidity which will 
bring on something like — in so many hours rather 


than in so many days. prefer the plan of giving two 
grains of grey yom =A for instance, every Soo beam, 
rather than four grains every four hours. The stridor 
and dyspn@a, which are the result of a chronic in- 
flammatory action, require mercury to be administered in a 
milder way ; but the serious lesions of the tertiary order— 
namely, ulceration and necrosis of membrane and cartilage, 
are slowly and surely fatal, even if death be warded off for 

time by surgical measures. 
- Cessoming the local treatment of syphilitic ulceration, I 
may say that I have had success b dressing the 
ulcers with cotton-wool ed in “b wash,” and 
covering this again with any neutral or harmless ointment. 

Syphilitic people may be afflicted with diseases which are 
not apparently modified by the syphilis. One hears of 
“gouty bronchitis,” and “gouty dyspepsia:” now I think 
it rather hard that a gouty man cannot enjoy the privilege 
of suffering common complaints like other common folk, 
without those complaints having an ugly adjective prefixed 
to them. But the times are hardly ripe for denying the 
compound syphilitic logies enumerated by authors ; 
and the student of Graves’s Lectures will recollect the 
laborious diagnosis offered between phthisis pulmonalis, and 

syphilitic 
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I venture to briefly recapitulate the therapeutic proposi- 


tions which I have advanced :— 
ist. For the secondary forms of syphilis 


with blue pill or some analogous preparation. 


2nd. The double compound of iodide of potassium and to rally, altho 
bichloride of mercury may be necessary for treating syphi- 


litic inflammation of deeper tissues. 


3rd. The bichloride of mercury is valuable for removing 


ture was, however, put on the femoral, and several smaller 
arteries were twisted. The stump was dressed in a similar 


ive, in the manner to its fellow. 
most eligible form, iodide of potassium in moderate doses, | 


The patient was put to bed, and with the aid of hot 
bottles, extra blankets, and stimulants, he gradually began 
h for some short time after the operation 

he appeared to be sinking. 
| The operation was performed at 1 p.m. 

In the evening, the patient seems to have recovered al. 


the intermediary squamous syphilides. The green iodide of most entirely from the immediate effects of the accident 


mereury is recommended by Mr. Squire. In doubtful cases, | 


bichloride of mercury may be added to arsenic. 
4th. The earlier tertiary phenomena of syphilis are re- 
lieved by the double compound of iodine an 


Sometimes even cures may be effected. Tonics are generally 
useful subordinate agents. 

‘6th. Infantile syphilis always requires mercury. 

And I may add that in otherwise intractable cases, the 
mercurial bath and the hy ermic method of introducing 
mercury into the system should be rendered available. 

Bath, June, 1969. 





PRIMARY AMPUTATION OF BOTH 
LOWER LIMBS. 
RECOVERY. 
By JAMES CARMICHAEL, M.D. 





In primary amputations the mortality is always great. 
When we take into account the extent of the injury, along 
with the sudden and great shock to the system, and the 
delay which in many cases must occur before medical 
assistance can be procured, this result is scarcely to be 
wondered at. In the following case the patient lost both 
lower limbs from an accident on a railway. Recovery 
under these circumstances is so unusual that I have felt it 
a duty to record the case. ‘ 

A. G——, aged forty, while loading his cart with coals 
from a waggon at a siding on the railway, was suddenly 
knocked down by the truck being unexpectedly put in 
motion by an engine, and some other trucks coming up 

inst it. He most unfortunately fell before the waggon, 
which went over both his legs. On org | the patient, 
shortly after, I found him much collapsed, but not losin 
blood. Stimulants were administered, and he was remov 
as speedily as possible to his own house, not far distant. 
On examination, it was found that the left leg was almost 
completely severed just below the knee; the right was 
much mangled in its lower third, the bones being very 
much comminuted, the vessels and muscles torn and 
crushed, and the skin stripped up from the subjacent 
textures nearly as far as the tibial tuberosity in front. 
The patient having slightly rallied, it was decided to re- 
move the limbs at once. 

With the help of my colleague, Dr. Williamson, who 
throughout kept the patient carefully under the influence 
of chloroform, and a non-professional assistant, I proceeded 
to the operation, first m the right limb, which was re- 
moved below the knee by making two semilunar flaps of 
equal dimensions, the one on the antero-internal, the other 
on the postero-external aspect of the limb. The skin in both 
cases being dissected freely up, the muscles were divided, 
and the bone sawn through just below the tuberosity of 
the tibia ; care being taken to round off the anterior edge of 
the bone by entering the saw at first obliquely, and havin 
withdrawn it, applying it again a little below. One vesse 
was ligatured, and the rest secured by torsion. The fla 
having been brought together by a few interrupted m jie 
sutures, the stump was dressed with lint soaked in carbolic 
oil. At this period. of the operation the patient became ve 
low, and it became necessary to remove the other limb wit 
all possible —e This was done with great ease and 
rapidity by a long anterior and short posterior flap. The 
skin of the anterior flap having been dissected up, the 
muscles were divided obliquely up to the point where the 
bone was to be sawn; posteriorly a short flap was made in 


and aes. Countenance placid and natural; ex 
| himself as pretty well. Pulse 88, of good strength. ered 
| beef-tea, and less of the brandy, and forty-five minims of 


mercury just | solution of muriate of morphia. 
named ; the later ones by large doses of iodide of potassium. | 


Jan. 14th.—Reaction. Skin warm; face flushed; com- 
| plains of slight headache and thirst. Pulse 104. Ordered to 
| omit stimulants; continue beef-tea, and milk-and-water ad 
| icbitum to drink. Serous discharge from both stumps. Care 
| being taken that the fluid should have free vent, dress- 
| ings were saturated externally with carbolic oil. 

15th.— Patient says he is “ middling well ;” less heat of 

skin ; tongue moist; pulse 100. 

17th.—Much the same. Ordered castor oil, as the bowels 
had not acted; also an opiate at bedtime, as he did not 
sleep much last night. 

18th.—Expresses himself as comfortable. Bowels relieved. 

Pulse 100. Stumps dressed for the first time; both look 
well, there being no appearance of inflammation, nor 
any purulent discharge from either. Dressed with lint 
soaked in carbolic oil. 

2ist.—Going on well. No fever. Pulse 90, The thigh 
stump appears almost healed, the edges of the wound being 
entirely united, except for about an inch in the centre. The 
leg stump looks firm and well, except a small portion of 
skin (one inch) of the anterior fap, which is sloughing and 
discharging from beneath it a little pus. 

30th.—Since last report he has made almost uninterrupted 
progress. From lying so constantly in one position, a small 
piece of skin over the sacrum threatens to slough. Ordered 
a water-pillow, good diet, and port wine. The thigh stum 
is now quite h , except a small ulating s i 
spot about the size of a shilling at Es cee. In the leg 
stump, two-thirds of the edge of the wound are healed, the 
remaining ion, where the piece of skin has 
is granulating in a healthy manner. 

Feb. 14th.—Patient gets on well, and now sits up. This 
gives him great relief, and has allowed the skin on the 
sacrum to heal. 

March 9th. — Both stumps healed. Patient well and 


strong. 

In regard to the case, I should like it to be noted that— 

1. The patient was operated on almost immediately after 
the accident, during the period of shock, and before decided 
reaction had set in. 

2. All the minor arteries were secured by torsion. 

3. Antiseptic dressing was used with advantage, no pus 
having come from the thigh stump, and very little (perhaps 
about an ounce) from the leg, considering a little sloughing 
took place in the anterior flap. 

Burntisland, February, 1869. 





THE MEDICAL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

A meerrine of this Association was held on Friday, the 
18th of June, at 32a, George-street, Hanover-square, Sir W. 
Jenner, Bart., M.D., in the chair. After the minutes of the 
previous meeting had been confirmed, the Secretary an- 
nounced the replies of certain of the educational bodies 
which are in receipt of the recent Report on Medical Edu- 
cation drawn up by the Association. The Secretary of the 
Royal College of Surgeons acknowledged the receipt of the 
Report in the fewest possible words, and the curtness of his 
answer became the subject of special comment later in the 
evening. 

A Committee, consisting of the President and the two 
Secretaries, with power to add to their number, was formed 
to watch the question of medical education as it comes up 





a similar manner. Hardly any bleeding occurred; a liga- 


for discussion at the forthcoming meeting of the General 
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Medical Council, and to take any steps that may seem de- 
sirable towards promoting the views and aims of the Medical 
Teachers’ Association. 

The Secretary then read the draft report of the Council 
on Clinical Instruction and Examination, which ran as 
follows :-— 

“ At a general meeting of the Medical Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, held March 19th, 1869, the following resolution was 


ad — 

areat it be referred to the Council of the Medical 
Teachers’ Association to consider and report upon the 
amount and kind of practical clinical work in the wards of 
a hospital, and the number of cases of midwifery, which 
every medical student should be required to have rtaken 
before presenting himself for the final examination for the 
SEREEED Oe Settle OB the teentianel ocean pee 

ession which has been recommended in the Report of the 
Association recently issued; and further, to consider and 

on the methods of testing him practically im the 
subj of the final examination. 

“In reply to this reference, the Council report as follows : 

“1. That it is expedient that every student should be re- 
quired to act alternately in the medical and surgical wards 
or out-patient rooms as clinical clerk, dresser, or member of 
a class receiving ial clinical instruction, during the 
whole time between his second and final inati 
time given to medicine and being equal. 

“2. That every student should have attended twenty 
cases of midwifery before presenting himself for the final 
examinations. 

“3. That the clinical know of every candidate 
should be tested upon both medical and surgical cases, in 
the wards or amo out-patients, and that no candidate 


tions until he has been certified to have passed this clinical 
examination by recognised examiners. 

“This report to be printed and circulated among the mem- 
bers of the Association, for discussion at the next gereral 


Or. Svar asked what was meant by attendance in the 
medical and cal wards alternately, and which wards 
were to be atte’ first ? 

Sir W. Jenner observed that thi int had been left 
open by the Council. He had some diffeulty as to what was 
meant by a member of a class receiving special clinical in- 
struction; and he doubted if such an one could be placed 
on the same level (as regards probable acquirements) as he 
who held a clerkship or dressership. 

Mr. H. Ler observed that there was really not a sufficient 
number of clerkships and dresserships for all the students. 
In some hospitals the medical officers were in the habit of 
eetting apart certain days for special instruction on selected 
cases in the wards; and the Council of the Association, in 
drawing up their Report, intended probably to include in 
the list those who might be considered ob having applied 
themselves to special clinical work, and attended these 
special instructions. 

Sir W. Jenner, referring to the attendance of students 
upon out-patients, remarked that he had seen the “special 
care of out-patients” in the students hands degenerate 
resge a merely nominal affair, against which it was necessary 


the 
the 





guard. 

Mr. Nuww was certain that no advance would be made in 
clinical study until some definite regulations of the kind 
in the Report were strictly enforced. At the hos- 
there was the greatest difficulty to get the students 
attend to cases, and he thought pa dhe attendance 

should be made a sine qué non. 
Mr. De Morean thought that the last of the three recom- 


be , indeed—to avail himself of every opportunity of 
tae, and the like; and tite decieliiets 
show the student that he should in his clinical work at 
an date, and not put it off. In the hospitals, 
however, it would be impossible to give ips and the 
like to every student, and it w be necessary tc form 


classes; the out-patients’ d ent might also 
be utilised for the He concluded by that 
the first clause of Report should be received. 





This was seconded by Mr. Nunn, and carried. 

The recommendation in Clause II. was likewise carried. 

Considerable discussion took place in reference to Clause 
IIL., and questions were put with the view of ascertaining 
by whom the student should be examined and certified as 
to his proficiency in clinical knowledge. The Council of the 
Association clearly meant that the student should satisfy, 
as to his clinical knowledge, the same examiners in the 
several di granting bodies as would pass him for his 
diploma. It was also suggested that the new Poor-law in- 
firmaries might be made available for the purposes of 
clinical instruction. 

Mr. Cuartes Hawkins objected to the word “certify” 
in the clause, because he believed that the question of certi- 
fication does not arise anywhere, since the student can- 
not, at least at the College of Surgeons, receive his final 
= until he has passed in medicine and midwifery. By 

means, he would say, get the College to make men a 
clinical examination before the final written one. He did 
not think that the College would receive the word “ certi- 
fied,”’ and he only mentioned the matter to save trouble and 
disappointment hereafter. He, however, would be happy to 
bring forward the resolution in the College Council. 

Sir W. Jenwer explained that the fact of ing the 
names of those who might pass the clinical part as eligible 
for the final written portion of the examination, would 
amount to certification, just as at the University of London 
the list of those who passed in the first divisions were 
—_— as eligible for the honours competitions. He be- 

ieved the College of Surgeons would oppose the recom- 
mendation ; they would be likely to do so, as they oppose all 
Eyerieee for the advancement of true clinical teaching. 

e answer they received from the College that evening 
was an illustration. It was as curt and as little courteous 
as possible, The object, however, which the Council had im 
view was simply this, that the student might know at once 
that he has been rejected on account of his want of clinical 
know to prevent him having any opportunity of dis- 
playing is book knowledge, and for the reason that he is 

cient in that which is clinical. 

Some discussion then took place upon the advantages 
and disadvan of taking students for their clinical ex- 
amination to the ward of an hospital, or bringing selected 
cases to the student elsewhere. 

One or two of the ers—Dr. Salter amongst others— 
believed that the student should be examined in the wards, 
and that it would be a mistake to bring cases to the students 
at the examination places ; but 

Sir W. Jenner remarked that there was not only a diffi- 
culty in allowing the many students to examine the same 
patients in the wards, but it was positively wrong, and 
dangerous to the patients, in consequence of the severity of 
the disease which always exists under such circumstances. 
He believed that most forms of disease, all, saving those of 
an acute or inflammatory nature, might be brought to the 
student. It was desirable, of course, that only typical cases 
of disease should be presented to the s mt; but the 
latter should be, however, compelled to know typical cases 
ere he passed. The case should be so simple that rejection 
should be certain if he did not recognise its nature. If this 
plan were adopted, the student would soon come to the 
wards, and there was then no difficulty in teaching him. 
He (Sir William) had never found any serious difficulty in 

ing a man learn, if he could secure his attendance. He 
could make him feel and see, and after a time, if the 
student attended regularly, he soon got over any timidity 
or nervousness. 

The third clause was then received for circulation like 
the others, with the omission of the words which ‘i 
the place at which the student should be ically ex- 
amined; and, as it now stands, the cases can be brought 
to the students, or the student taken to the cases. 


TestimontaL.—On Monday, the 2ith ult, a few 
friends of Dr. Pearson met at the Kirkton Hotel, Glenelg, 
and presented him with a handsome case of surgical instra- 
ments, on the occasion of his leaving the district. The in- 
~~ ee the case was as follows :—“ Presented to Archi- 

Pearson, .. M.D., on his resigning the charge of 

ical officer of Glenelg, by a few gentlemen and members 

of the parochial board, in acknowledgment of his valuable 
services. May, 1869.” 
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Tue Fellows of the College of Surgeons have an impor- 
tant duty to perform on the Ist of July, from the respon- 
sibilities of which we trust they will not shrink. They 
have to elect on that occasion three representatives ; and we 
emphasise the word because we know that some present 
members of the Council fail altogether to realise their re- 
presentative position. These representatives are to help to 
carry on the business of the College, and to forward its in- 
terests—not their own; and it will be for the electors to 
select three gentlemen from among the six accepted can- 
didates, in whom they have confidence, and who they be- 
lieve will fairly represent the views of those by whom they 
are elected. For reasons which have already appeared in 
these columns, we think that the candidates most deserving 
of support on the present occasion are Mr. Gay, Mr. Lex, 
and Mr. Ericusen ; and we are glad to find that a gentle- 
man who has shown unusual interest in the result of the 
present election has arrived at the same conclusion. 

Each elector is entitled to vote for three candidates on 
the present occasion; and we desire to enter a protest 
against that system of sacrificing public principle to pri- 
vate friendship which is evinced by “ plumper votes” being 
promised for any individual candidate. The object of the 
Fellows should be to introduce three reformers and liberal 
thinkers into the Council; but if the friends of each in- 
dividual candidate make a struggle to secure their friend’s 
election by voting for him only, it is quite possible that one 
of the retiring members may succeed in obtaining his re- 
election. It is not a little remarkable that Sir Wmitam 
Fanrevusson, who headed the poll by a long distance last 
year, did not have a single “ plumper vote;” and that the 
candidate who had the largest number of single votes 
failed to secure his election. It is evident, then, that these 
sacrifices at the altar of private friendship do not meet 
with a great reward, and we counsel the Fellows to abstain 
from them altogether. 

From the letter of Dr. Morgis, to which we have already 
alluded, we gather that it is that gentleman’s intention to 
insist upon his right, as a Fellow engaged in the election 
of Councillors, to discuss the merits of the several candi- 
dates coram populo, We believe that the Fellows have this 
right, and should insist upon it, notwithstanding the ruling 
of the President last year and the very valuable opinion of 
the Council’s legal assessor. Mr. Quarm stands pledged, in 
our columns, to certain liberal opinions; and should he 
now, at the end of his year of office, endeavour to sup- 
press that which he himself was the first to promulgate, 
it will be for the Fellows whose representative he is to 
give expression to their appreciation of his conduct. We 
trust, however, that wise counsels will prevail, and that 
the officials of the College of Surgeons will have the sense 





to yield to public opinion while there is yet time. In that 
case we feel sure that a right once established will not-be 
unduly pressed, but that the business of the meeting will 
proceed with that harmony which should ever distinguish 
the deliberations of a scientific body. 


~o 
<Q 





Amone the various untoward results that follow from the 
English method of governing and of maintaining hospitale— 
by self-elected lay committees, and by fierce competitior. 
for “‘ voluntary contributions,”—none are more noteworthy 
than the defects even of the best of them in matters which 
only medical practitioners can appreciate or understand. 
To the majority of subscribers, the number of patients 
treated is the proper measure of the usefulness of the insti- 
tution; and the “salaries and wages,” with the bills for 
food, wine, and physic, are the only legitimate expenses. 
The result is that every general hospital in London is 
lamentably deficient in proper apparatus for the investiga- 
tion of disease, or for the employment of any remedies that 
cannot be supplied in bottles by the dispenser. The sur- 
geons, who have to operate, are careful to be provided with 
proper instruments; but the physicians usually go to the 
wall. In most hospitals there is some energetic member of 
the staff who has a hobby, and who clamours until his 
wants with regard to it are supplied ; but there is nowhere, 
as far as we know, any large recognition of the principle 
that scientific apparatus of all kinds necessary for clinical 
or therapeutical research should be supplied to an hospital 
as one of its first and most essential requirements, and 
should form part of the furniture of every ward. And yet 
the recognition of this principle is clearly essential to the 
fulfilment of two of the chief purposes of an hospital—the 
advancement of medical science and the conduct of medical 
teaching. The thermometer and the microscope, the test- 
tube and the reagent, the ophthalmoscope and the laryngo- 
scope, and all similar helps to investigation or instruction, 
should be at hand whenever they may be wanted. Their 
absence is often detrimental even to the patients in the 
wards; but it is always, and far more seriously, detri- 
mental to the students. Students hear and read of such 
appliances ; but, unless they see them constantly and regu- 
larly employed, they come to regard them, not as the work- 
ing tools of the conscientious, but as the playthings of the 
fanciful practitioner. So regarding them, they go forth to 
their work in life with a determination not to be bothered 
with such incumbrances; and they learn to cultivate the 
formation of conclusions by methods of ingenious guessing. 
The money required to furnish proper apparatus might be 
judciously saved by striking off a few thousand of the out- 
patients, whose cases are too often neither investi nor 
recorded, but who swallow drugs without stint, and swell 
the imposing muster-roll of numbers by which John Bull's 
capacious pocket is appealed to. It is not only in these com- 
paratively recondite matters that our hospitals are at fault, 
but absolutely in the means of treating patients in accord- 
ance with the knowledge of the day. To take a single illus- 
tration, and one calculated to impress the public as well as 
the profession, we believe there is no general hospital in 
London that has any approach to a proper service of baths, 
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hero are baths enough for purposes of ablution, but not 
enough for purposes of treatment: ‘And’ yét there” is 
reason to believe that baths are of the gréatest possible 
value in many acute diseases ; and that in burns, and some 
other injuries, continuous immersion of the affected part 
has produced favourable results quite unattainable by any 
other methods. Take, again, the therapeutical applications 
of electricity. At two hospitals there is electrical appa- 
ratus, either complete or approaching completeness ; but 
at many there is probably nothing more than a rotatory 
magneto-electric machine. Take gymnastics, or apparatus 
for calling particular groups of muscles into activity, and 
the same, or éven a more complete, deficiency will be found. 
And such deficiencies must continually occur, and must be- 
eonte more glaring as time goes on, until the general man- 
agement of hospitals is placed under some kind of medical 
supervision, with a view to the efficiency of treatment 
rather than to the numerical increase of patients. At pre- 
sent our medical officers have little actual control over the 
institutions that they serve; and these institutions are 
starved by lay committees in matters which are essential, in 
order that they may make a deceptive show of usefulness to 
the public. We have heard strange stories about the things 
that are here and there “conspicuous by their absence ;” 
and we would urge upon hospital physicians and surgeons 
to initiate a reform by pressing all the scientific wants of 
their several institutions strongly aad persistently upon 
their committees, and by suggesting that the summary dis- 
missa! of half of the out-patients would furnish means by 
which these wants could be supplied. 


ti 
— 





We congratulate the profession on the second reading of 
the Medical Officers’ Superannuation (Ireland) Bill. The 
measuré was introduced in a clear and unanswerable speech 
by Dr. Brapy, and received the strenuous support of many 
Irish mémbers. Sir Jonn Gray observed that the favour 
shown to lawyers in the matter of superannuation allor- 
ances contrasted remarkably with the status of medical 
men in this respect. He quoted the instance of a legal 
officer in Ireland, who was required to devote four hours 
per day for four days in the year, and who gave the rest 
of his time to private practice, but who nevertheless is 
entitled to a retiring pension of several hundred pounds 
per annum,—whilst such allowances are refused to men 
who are obliged to make their private practice yield to 
publie duty, and to be at the call of that duty both night 
and day. Mr. C. Forrescur acknowledged that a case had 
been made out for legislation. The objection to the super- 
annuation of medical officers lay in the fact that they were 
extensively engaged in private practice. But he thought 
that ought not to debar them from such provision, as their 
case was different from that of ordinary officials, who, 
having devoted themselves to their official duties during 
certain definite hours of the day, were at liberty to occupy 
the rest of their time exactly as they pleased. The medical 
officer, on the other hand, was bound to attend promptly 
at any moment, and would be liable to censure and dis- 
missal should he plead private engagements as excuses for 
negléct. Mr. Forrzscur objected to the manner in which 








the Bill was drawn up, and offered his assistance to Dr. 
Brapy in making such alterations as would meet the wishes 
of the Government. The conditions must be those of the 
Act of 1865,—according to which no officer was entitled to 
such allowances, on the ground of retirement, who was 
under sixty years of age, and who had not served twenty 
years. We hope that some provision will be made for the 
exceptional circumstances to which medical officers are 
liable; and we think that if, after ten years, any officer 
should be disabled by disease contracted in the execution 
of his duty, the guardians should have power to grant 
him the allowance. We hope some member will press this 
point upon the attention of the Government on Tuesday 
next, when the measure will be committed. The principle 
of this Bill having been now admitted, it only remains that 
it should also be made applicable to the medical officers of 
England and Scotland. We fear this is impossible in the 
present session; but there ought to be no difficulty in the 
next. 





Rledical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 








ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURCICAL SOCIETY. 


Tue final meeting of the Society for the session 1868-9 
was held on Tuesday evening, and the usual slaughter of 
the innocents took place; the remaining papers being read 
in abstract only. One of them, a series of propositions 
concerning Transverse Fractures of the Patella, by Mr. 
Hutchinson, would have provoked discussion if the author 
had been present to defend his work ; and, in his absence, 
it led to a little lively sparring between the surgeons at- 
tached .to different hospitals, well illustrating the inconve- 
nience of training students taught by men of one age and 
examined by those of another. It led also to a remarkable 
definition, by Mr. Savory, of what he considered a “ good 
result”—namely, a separation between the fragments of 
not more than three-quarters of an inch at the time of dis- 
charge from the hospital. Another abstract was so written 
that the reading was occasionally suspended while the 
President and Secretary consulted with regard to the word 
that some symbol was intended to signify ; insomuch that 
we were sorely teinpted to suggest the adoption of the well- 
known rule of the Scottish schoolmistress, “ Ca’ it Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and pass on.” By the oceasional interposition 
of the author, however, these difficulties were at length 
overcome, and the last abstract was read by about a quarter 
before ten. After the meeting, Mr. Carter exhibited Dr. 
Scheffler’s orthoscopic spectacles to the Fellows. 

It is impossible to conclude our notice of this final meet- 
ing without bearing testimony to the admirable manner in 
which the President has discharged the duties of his office. 
These duties have been particularly arduous, in consequence 
of the special meetings to consider the proposals for the 
formation of a Royal Society of Medicine. On all occasions, 
and on these pre-eminently, Dr. Burrows has displayed an 
admirable combination of tact and decision,—intervening 
always at the right time and always in the right way. It 
is more than probable that he may be the last president of 
the Royal Medical and Chirargical Society; and we do but 
speak the general sense of the Fellows when we say that 
his chair could have no occupant likely to surpass him either 
in dignity or in wisdom. 


cc? 
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MEMORIAL TO FARADAY. 


A.THoueH great ideas and great discoveries in science 
may uot spring from the brain like Pallas from the head of 
Jupiter, and although, as Carlyle says, genius “consists in 
immense painstaking first of all,” it would be to ignore the 
whole experience of the past, and to shut our eyes to the 
daily occurrences of life, to hold that genius consists in 
the faculty of observation, or the habit of painstaking. 
“* Nature, no doubt,” remarks Carlyle, “looked very differ- 
ently to Newton and Newton’s dog.” There are giants in 
. intellect just as there are giants in strength; and when 
Faraday died, nearly two years ago, the world lost a man 
who confessedly towered above his fellows. It was fitting 
that the theatre of the Royal Institution—the scene of so 
many of his lectures and labours—should have been chosen 
as the place where men of illustrious fame or talent 
gathered together on Monday last to do homage to his 
memory. The public meeting for the promotion of a me- 
morial to the late Professor Faraday was attended by savans 
of all kinds, and presided over by a member of the Royal 
Family who had himself listened to some of those lectures, 
the charm and instruction of which were not limited to the 
juvenile audiences to which they were addressed. M. 
Dumas, one of the first chemists in Europe, having 
just received the first medal conferred by the Chemical 
Society in honour of Faraday, delivered a singularly im- 
pressive and elegantly-expressed eulogium on Faraday, 
dwelling upon his great genius, the brilliancy of his dis- 
coveries, and the childlike simplicity and purity of his cha- 
racter. M. Dumas, with great perspicuity, touched in detail 
upon some of the scientific achievements of Faraday, and 
took occasion to observe that his genius in its various ap- 
plications of science to practical purposes was distinguished 
by originality, not less than by profundity ; instancing his 
condensation of gas into liquids, his manufacture of steel 
and of glass, his magneto-electrie currents, which encircle 
the world in the telegraph wires, and his magneto-electric 
light, to be seen in the most important lighthouses of Eng- 
land and France. , 

All the world knows the name of Faraday as that of a 
fertile discoverer and profound thinker, for his fame in 
these respects was world-wide; but only the few who had 
an opportunity of knowing him socially could have been 
aware of the estimable qualities of his character. He was 
of a simple, sincere, and sympathetic nature; he had a 
delicate perception of those little things by which pleasure 
is conferred or pain excited; he loved and pursued truth 
for her own sake, and was as devoid of jealousy as of covet- 
ousness. In days like these, when self-assertion so often 
takes the place of self-sacrifice in patient labour—when too 
many able intellects are absorbed in the struggle for 
wealth, it is refreshing to dwell upon the memory of a man 
like Faraday, and to remember that he was almost as 
superior to the ordinary run of men in the nobility of his 
character as he was confessedly raised far above them in 
intelleetual power and originality. 





BUCKINGHAM PALACE GUARD ROOM. 


We are glad to perceive that Viscount Bury called atten- 
tion to the highly objectionable character of the barrack- 
room at Buckingham Palace, and we can only regret that 
he did not push the inquiry further. Why should the 
unfortunate private soldiers become the sufferers by any 
conflict of jurisdiction that had arisen, and be made the 
victims of an unwholesome atmosphere, in order that the 
First Commissioner of Works may assert his authority ? 
The barrack-room is not occupied by men exclusively 





employed on sentry duty at the palace, but by a detach- 
ment, the soldiers composing which take their tour of duty 
with the troops from the neighbouring barracks. There 
can therefore, in fact, be no necessity for the occupa- 
tion of the room in question. If any of our readers will 
look at the windows which have been bricked up, they will 
perceive that they are under and somewhat concealed by a 
portico, and it was surely easy to guard against any ex- 
posure of what was going on in the room by making only 
the upper sashes to open. Mr, Layard quoted the report of 
a medical officer to the effect that the room was not only 
lighted from the roof, but partly ventilated there, and that 
it was possible to get as much air as could be wanted. 
What may be within the range of possibility we know not; 
but we have no hesitation in saying that a medical officer 
who should declare the barrack-room in question properly 
ventilated now would be publishing his ignorance of the 
first principles of sanitation. A pit lighted only from above 
cannot be capable of good ventilation; and if Mr. Layard 
doubts our statement, a very short experience by a personal 
residence there would soon convince him of its truth. If 
departmental jealousy or the supposed disfigurement of 
the facade of the palace is an obstacle to ventilating the 
place properly, we imagine that the detachment could, at 
any rate, be removed without any chance of treading, in 
their march, upon the tender susceptibilities of the Board 
of Works. 





THE LAST TASMANIAN. 


Tue public mind of Hobart Town has been greatly dis- 
turbed by an unseemly squabble consequent on the death 
of “ King Billy,” the last aboriginal Tasmanian. It seems 
that none of the museums of the colony contain a complete 
male aboriginal skeleton; and hence King Billy’s remains 
have been fought for in the deadhouse and in the grave- 
yard, and have since been fought about, still more fiercely, 
in the columns of the local papers. Mr. Crowther, a sur- 
geon of Hobart Town, and the recent recipient of a medal 
from the Royal College of Surgeons of England, wished to 
secure the precious skeleton for the museum in Lincoln’s- 
inn-fields. The Government, on the other hand, was in 
favour of securing the skeleton for the museum of the 
(colonial) Royal Society; and Dr. Stokell, the house-surgeon 
to the hospital in which the death took place, received 
strict orders to preserve the remains from mutilation. 
Someone, however (and suspicion points to Mr. Crowther), 
succeeded in gaining access to the deadhouse, and removed 
the skull, sewing up within the soft parts another skull in 
place of it. Next, in the interests of the colonial museum, 
the hands and feet were removed; and, finally, the body, 
after a public funeral, was exhumed at night under the 
direction of Dr. Stokell. The skull is still missing, and 
Mr. Crowther, who is a member of the upper house of the 
Tasmanian legislature, has been suspended from his duties 
as surgeon to the hospital. The newspapers are full of 
letters of acrimonious recrimination, and the editors find in 
the subject a text for leaders in the largest type. We can 
only hope that the disjecta membra may in time be united in 
some fitting resting-place, and that the discreditable inci- 
dents of the contest may be speedily forgotten. 


MORTALITY OF MERCHANT SEAMEN. 


A PaRLiameNTARY return, prepared by Mr. Mayo, the 
Registrar-general of seamen, shows that the deaths from all 
causes of seamen reported to the Board of Trade as having 
occurted in the British merchant service during the year 
1868, amounted to 5237, 4s compared with 5283 in the pre- 
vious year. Whether there was any decrease in the rate of 
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mortality or not we have no means of knowing, as the 
strength out of which the deaths occurred is not stated. 
But from another source we find that the strength in 1866 
and 1867 was almost the same—viz., 196,300; and that the 
death-rate was 26°9 per 1000 in 1867, against 25°8 per 1000 
in 1866. The normal mortality of the service seems to be 
about 20 per 1000. Taking the deaths recorded in the last 
two years, we observe that under the head of “fevers” only 
529 fatal cases occurred last year, while they numbered 739 
in 1867. There is an increase from 109 to 116 in diseases of 
the brain and nervous system; diseases of the heart and 
great bloodvessels increased in fatality from 88 to 108, dis- 
eases of the lungs from 213 to 254, diseases of the urinary 
and genital organs from 27 to 36, accidental deaths from 
3188 to 3207, and suicides from 16 to 23. The deaths from 
diseases of the stomach, bowels, liver, and digestive organs 
fell from 521 to 491; and scurvy was just half as fatal, 
causing 26 deaths last year against 52 the year before. 
Murder and homicide accounted for exactly the same num- 
ber of deaths (16) in both years. The deaths at different 
ages are given in the return, but without some clue to 
the strength at corresponding ages the information pos- 
sesses little statistical value. 





THE BALY MEDAL. 


We have heard, with much regret, that the Council of 
the Royal College of Physicians propose to nominate, as the 
recipient of the first Baly medal, an eminent physiologist, 
who is not connected with the profession of medicine. If 
we have been rightly informed, a gentleman has been 
selected for this honour, who undoubtedly has given fresh 
proofs, within the last two years (agreeably to the terms 
of the trust), of a genius for biology which has long since 
made him one of the most illustrious men in Europe. But 
we must protest against the policy of bestowing on this 
celebrated man what ought to have been reserved as a prize 
for some one of the few who are struggling, against what 
tremendous difficulties they themselves only know, to keep 
alive the flame of physiological science within the ranks of 
the medical profession itself. There are few enough, in all 
conscience, of such inducements as might maintain and 
augment the numbers of this select class; and we sincerely 
regret that this opportunity for holding one more such 
temptation has been most unnecessarily thrown away. 





NEWCASTLE INFIRMARY. 


A speciaL court of governors of the Newcastle Infirmary 
was held a few days ago to take into consideration the rules 
of the institution as revised by the House Committee. Sir 
William Armstrong seems to have taken a principal share 
in this revision. It remains to be seen whether Sir William 
will prove as great in the manufacture of rules as he has 
shown himself in that of guns. Some dissatisfaction was 
expressed at the meeting at the procedure of the Committee 
in the matter of the pending election of two house-surgeons. 
At the last anniversary court the governors retained to 
themselves the appointment of the house-surgeons. But 
since the advertisement appeared for these officers, which 
has brought several local gentlemen into the field, the 
medical staff have, on the request of the House Committee, 
recommended two gentlemen. This is scarcely fair, as the 
recommendation took place on June 8rd, and applications 
were invited until June 22nd. There is much to be said for 
giving the House Committee these appointments, but after 
they are virtually made it does seem unfair to advertise for 
applications, The want of a senior housé-surgeon is neces- 
sitated by the resignation of Dr. Bolton, well known in 
Newcastle by reason of his long connexion with the in- 








firmary. If the institution thus loses a valuable resident 


officer, it is satisfactory to know that the town of Newcastle 
will gain a valuable accession to the honoured list of its 
practitioners. It may be hoped that Dr. Bolton’s connexion 
with the infirmary will soon be renewed, and that, on its 
honorary staff, his large experience and operative skill will 
have ample field. 





NON-COLLECIATE STUDENTS AT CAMBRIDGE. 

A Boarp, appointed for the purpose of admitting and 
superintending these students, has issued a circular of in- 
formation, from which we learn that they will enjoy the 
same status and privileges in the University as other stu- 
dents, and will be admitted to the library and museums, 
also to the Professors’ lectures and to some of the College 
lectures. They will be able to compete for the University 
scholarships, to keep terms, and to proceed to degrees—in 
short, will be in all respects, as far as the University is con- 
cerned, on a par with students who are members of Colleges. 
The fees amount to about £6 perannum. In addition to 
which, there are fees for the examinations, for taking de- 
grees, and the entrance fees to the lectures, which are not 
high. The students may reside with their parents or in 
licensed lodgings ; and they will be under the superintend- 
ence of the Rev. R. B. Somerset, a late Fellow of Trinity 
College, to whom they can apply for advice and direction, 
and whose duty it will be to register their daily residence 
in the University. 





DR. WALTER DICKSON, R.N. 


Tue International Congress of Naval Hygiene and Medi- 
cine which assembled at Havre in connexion with the Mari- 
time Exhibition he!.? there last year, have awarded a silver 
medal to Dr. Walter Dickson, R.N., for his replies to the 
questions propounded by the Congress and his numerous 
other works on the health of seamen. Dr. Dickson is an 
officer who has received no honorary reward from his own 
country for his distinguished services and labours. He was 
staff-surgeon of the Chesapeake flag-ship in the attack on 
the Peiho forts in 1859, when her undaunted admiral was 
among the most severely wounded; and on that occasion 
he had the chief medical responsibility of the fleet, con- 
tinuing in it till the fall of Pekin. It is an unhappy plan of 
the Admiralty to defer honorary distinctions to their 
medical officers like “an evil day;” but now that they have 
come down so far as the capture of Canton in 1857, by re- 
cognising the services of Dr. Burn, we may hope that the 
services at the Peiho in 1859-60 are not far from recogni- 
tion ; and we shall be glad, professionally, to see soon that 
the C.B. has been conferred on Dr. Dickson, who certainly 
has merited the award jn the double sense of eminent ser- 
vices of a warlike and civilian character. 





THE VOLUNTEER CAMP AT WIMBLEDON. 


We understand that Surgeon-major Wyatt has been di- 
rected to take medical charge of the camp which commences 
on the Ist July, and that the appointment of volunteer 
medical officer under Mr. Wyatt has been offered to Dr. 
John Murray, of the London Scottish Volunteers. In view 
of the very unsatisfactory position accorded hitherto to the 
volunteer medical officer, Dr. Murray has declined the ap- 
pointment except upon conditions which, we believe, have 
not been as yet officially accepted. It was very properly 
urged by him that the volunteer medical officer should have 
entire charge of the volunteer hospital, and undertake the 
sole responsibility of patients belonging to the velunteer 
force. We sincerely hope that no opposition will be made 
to this very reasonable proposal. Either the volunteer 
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medical officer is fit to be entrusted with duty of this kind 
or he is unfit to be a member of the medical profession. 





WORKHOUSE MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


In answer to the memorial of the English medical officers 
of workhouses, that they should be excused making a half- 
yearly report of the state of their charges to the Poor-law 
Board direct, Mr. Goschen has intimated his intention of 
requiring the report to be made directly to the guardians. 
We believe this course to be both proper and expedient. Re- 
ports of this nature are called for from all public officers, 
and are far preferable to verbal messages and obscure 
notices in the medical returns. In justice to men who are 
already so badly paid for their very onerous duties, some 
extra remuneration ought to be insisted upon. 


AN AMBULANCE WANTED. 


Tue Pall Mall Gazette, apropos of an accident to a trooper, 
has remarked upon the shortcomings of the regulars in 
their organisation. It appears that whilst a detachment of 
the household troops, with some Lancers, were exercising on 
Wormwood Scrubs recently, a soldier had his leg broken by 
the kick of a refractory horse, and, no ambulance waggon 
being on the ground, the man had to remain until a cab 
could be procured for his removal. The ambulance arrived 
some hours afterwards, when too late to be of any service. 
Our contemporary ascribes this instance of neglect to the 
medical branch of the service. We are told, however, that 
it is the duty of the commanding officer to apply for any am- 
bulance he may require. The household troops form an entirely 
separate and distinct service, over which the Army Medical 
Department, we believe, has no control. We think it 
could scarcely be necessary for an ambulance waggon and 
medical officer to accompany every detachment or regi- 
ment, however small, when exercising. A light form of 
cart of some kind, adapted for the removal of an injured 
man, might however surely accompany troops on such oc- 
easions. In the present instance the trooper is said to have 
his leg fractured above the ankle, and this affords us an 
opportunity of stating the best way of proceeding in such 
a ease. If no vehicle can be procured, put the man on 
horseback, and let him ride with the foot of the fractured 
limb removed from the stirrup. The weight of the depen- 
dent foot serves to straighten the leg, and prevent the 
grating together of the broken ends of the bone, while the 
flank of the horse gives a lateral support to the injured 
limb. We obtained this little practical hint from the cir- 
cumstance of a man having ridden in this way after a 
fracture, of which he was unconscidus until he dismounted 
and his foot touched the ground. 


NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Tue energy of the new Director-General of the Medical 
Department of the Navy has rapidly carried into effect those 
alterations in the tenure of home appointments which we 
announced a fortnight back; and the following new ap- 
pointments have already been made :— 

Staff-surgeons Charles Forbes, M.D., to Sheerness Dock- 
yard; Joseph Henderson, M.D., to Pembroke Dockyard ; 
Geo. J. Willes, M.D., to Deptford Yard; Andrew Graham, 
M.D., to the Marine Artillery Division; Frederick Harvey, 
to the Portsmouth Division of Marines. The staff-surgeons’ 
appointments to Haslar and Yarmouth Hospitals have not 
yet been made, although becoming vacant on the 30th of 
June; and it is understood that, owing to the reduction of 
the Mediterranean Fleet, the medical store-keepership at 
Malta will not for the present be filled up. 





We are happy to know that all the officers thus selected 
are men of long service and high standing in their profes- 
sion, and two of them, Drs, Forbes and Graham, have earned 
the additional distinction of being awarded the medal 
founded by Sir Gilbert Blane. It is evident, then, that good 
and honest professional work will for the future be the 
passport to promotion in the Naval Medical Service, and no 
better stimulus could possibly be offered to its various 
grades. We trust before long to have to announce some 
promotions to the rank of Deputy-Inspector of Hospitals, 
the list of those officers for active service being at present 
singularly reduced. 


OPHTHALMIC SURCERY AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
HOSPITAL. 

We have just received the Statistical Report of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital for the year 1868. We shall probably 
return to it as a whole at some future occasion; but we 
notice it to-day in order to call attention to the effect of 
the absence of special departments in crippling the teaching 
power of an hospital; and we take the ophthalmic depart- 
ment for the purpose of illustration. We find that at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital the total number of operations on 
the eye and its appendages during the year 1868 amounted 
only to twenty, of which eight were for the extraction of 
cataract. Taking the last six years, the average annual 
total of eye operations has been nineteen, and the average 
annual number of cataract extractions has been 43. We 
find, moreover, the amazing statement that, 2 1864, out of 
four patients operated upon for strabismus, one died: an 
occurrence that seems inexplicable, unless the death was 
caused by chloroform. Since the number of operations 
bears a definite relation to the number of applicants, the 
figures we have quoted sufficiently explain how it is that 
the Bartholomew's students either go into practice entirely 
ignorant of everything relating to the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of eye disease, or else gain the requisite knowledge 
by attendance at other institutions. If, by way of contrast, 
we turn to Guy’s—where there is a well-organised ophthal- 
mic department, and which is the only hospital fairly com- 
parable on general grounds with Bartholomew’s,—we shall 
find there more patients, and more ophthalmic operations, 
as the average work of any single morning than at Bartho- 
lomew’s during the whole year. Ww have seen Mr. Bader 
extract twelve cataracts in succession at Guy’s, as quickly 
as the patients could be brought in and removed ; and the 
authorities of Bartholomew's have only to select an oph- 
thalmic surgeon of adequate skill and knowledge, and to 
place him in a position of proper authority, in order to 
attract to Smithfield a fair share of the occurring eye dis- 
ease of London, and in order to wipe away from their school 
a reproach that cannot be concealed, and that for some years 
past has borne melancholy fruits in practice, not on account 
of any deficiency in the teachers, but solely because the 
absence of organisation has repelled the materials for 
teaching. 


AMENDMENT OF THE MEDICAL ACT. 


A mertTine of members of the medical profession in Bir- 
mingham and the neighbourhood, to promote the amend- 
ment of the Medical Act, took place on Thursday, the 17th 
inst., Dr. Bell Fletcher in the chair. The petition, which 
appears in another part of our present number (p. 886), was 
adopted. About fifty or sixty medical men were present 
at the meeting, and the petition has been signed by nearly 
500 practitioners. It includes most of the points of me- 
dical reform upon which the mind of the profession is 
set. It particularly urges that the Medical Act is useless 
for the punishment of various forms of quackery that amount 
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to fraud ; it prays for the representation of the general body 
of practitioners in the Council, but does not specify the 
method ; for the provision of a public prosecutor to prosecute 
on behalf of the Medical Council ; for a more thorough and 
practical kind of medical education; and for one high and 
uniform standard of examination, and one legal qualifica- 
tion. It is a singularly strong illustration of the faulty 
composition of the Council that the numerous competitive 
boards all continue as before ; and that, in England at least, 
one sufficient diploma cannot be had without two examina- 
tions and two sets of fees. We hope that the example of 
the Birmingham practitioners will be extensively followed, 
and that similar petitions will be forwarded both to Par- 
liament and the General Medical Council. 


UNIVERSITY COLLECE HOSPITAL. 


On Wednesday last H.R.H. Prince Christian, supported 
by H.R.H. Prince Arthur, Lord Belper, and other noblemen, 
presided at the annual dinner on behalf of the University 
College Hospital. Believing that the institution is in every 
way worthy of public support, both as a charity and a 
medical school, we congratulate its friends on the able 
manner in which its claims were urged by the illustrious 
chairman. 

Both Mr. Enfield, the treasurer, and Sir Wm. Jenner took 
occasion to refer to the vast improvement which had taken 
place in the hospital of late years, owing to the superior 
system of nursing introduced into it under the supervision 
of lady-sisters. The fact that a nursing sisterhood, like 
that which works so admirably at University College Hos- 
pital, has gained from the friends of the institution of all 
creeds the highest meed of praise, is the best argument 
against those objections which are sometimes theoretically 
urged by those who still prefer their old ways, and have no 
faith in the devotion of women except for pecuniary reward. 





BURST BOILERS. 


Ovr recent remarks on this subject have received melan- 
choly confirmation from the verdict of the jury empanelled 
to inquire into the causes of the catastrophe at Ferneley. 
They find that the so-called “accident” was entirely due 
to preventable causes. ‘The boiler was constructed of cheap 
and inferior iron, and would have been at once condemned 
as unfit for use by any properly-qualified inspector. The 
party questions that agitate Parliament and society have, 
doubtless, some real or factitious importance ; but we think 
a few short hours might be taken even from them, in order 
to protect the lives of the public against the short-sighted 
avarice of the employers of steam power. 


THE THAMES AT BARKING. 


Mr. R. Rawuiyson, C.B., attended at the Town Hall, 
Barking, on Monday, the 21st, to hear evidence as to the 
state of the Thames at that place. We have before alluded 
to the very strong terms in which the memorialists stated 
their grievances. To the request that they would produce 
evidence in support of their statements, there was absolutely 
no response; and it was only after waiting some consider- 
able time that a few impromptu witnesses were produced, 
who, however, were unable to speak definitely to any special 
charges made. 

It was proved, however, that the mortality of Barking 
has been increasing of late years; that there was a bad 
epidemic of scarlet fever last year ; and that a peculiar form 
of throat disease still exists. It was proved, on cross-exa- 
mination, that an extensive trade in manure was carried on, 
the most offensive smells being produced by unloading the 











There is no 


manure smacks in the very heart of the town. 
drainage, and what there is is deposited in the creek. The 
old cesspools exist, and are very bad. All the water is 
conveyed from a well and a few pumps, and sold to the in- 
habitants ; and as there is no water for flushing purposes 
unless purchased, very little flushing is done. The roads 
and paths are in disorder, and no dredging has ever been 
attempted to remove the natural accumulation of mud in 
the creek. 

Mr. Rawlinson advised the inhabitants to memorialise 
the Secretary of State, who would compel them to pay 
rates for the purpose of carrying out whatever sanitary im- 
provements might be necessary, and to adopt the Local 
Government Act. The inquiry was adjourned. 





THE ACCIDENT AT ALDERSHOT. 


Tue military at Aldershot appear to have been playing 
at soldiers with a vengeance. Two cavalry regiments 
managed to come into collision during their mancuvres ; 
in other words, the accident happened by a squadron of the 
Heavy Brigade riding into another of the Light, which had 
not wheeled in time. A good many troopers were injured. 
One man only is dead; and the remainder are, we under- 
stand, doing well. 





CARELESS DISPENSINC. 


Tue clinical clerk of the Liverpool Eye and Ear Infirmary 
complains of our saying, in commenting upon the case of 
accidental poisoning which occurred in connexion with this 
institution lately, that “no directions were given with the 
medicine.” He is satisfied that on the paper wrapper con- 
taining the extract of belladonna he put a label—* Poison, 
to be put into a quart of warm water, and used as a wash 
to the eyes.”” Perhaps he did so; but none of the witnesses 
saw the direction, and the patient, misunderstanding the 
spoken instructions, swallowed what was meant for external 
use. We cannot compliment the care shown in this case. 
One letter, “ P,” in the prescription, was made to stand for 
poppies, and it was so indistinctly written as to be mis- 
taken for “B,” and belladonna was wrongly given. The 
pills were certainly issued without written directions; and, 
on the dispenser’s own admission, the belladonna was issued 
in a way that might make ineligible the directions, even if 
they were put on, which is doubtful. It is to be admitted 
that there has never been an accident before at this in- 
firmary. This is no reason for not taking more care. 


ROYAL SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Ar the meeting of the Royal Sanitary Commission on 
‘Thursday last, Dr. Rumsey was fully examined upon the 
general questions of sanitary organisation, medical inspec- 
tion, and the registration of causes of death. Dr. Farr was 
also preliminarily examined on registration matters. 





Tue annual meeting of the Medico-Psychological Asso- 
ciation takes place this year at York, under the presidency 
of Professor Laycock. The papers promised seem of special 
value. The meeting will immediately follow that of the 
British Medical Association at Leeds; and the York phy- 
sicians have made~every preparation for the hospitable 
reception of the large number of alienists who will pro- 
bably assemble at York in anticipation of the meeting on 
the 2nd August. 





CHOLERA and smail-pox are generally prevalent through- 
out the Mhow district. The former disease is also reported 
to be present in the villages around Belgaum and Shola- 
pore, and in the city of Bombay. 
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WE are glad to record the setting apart of an “open 
space” for the benefit of the dwellers in the south-eastern 
metropolitan district, hitherto unprovided with any place 
of recreation nearer than Greenwich Park. About forty-five 
acres of land, in the neighbourhood of Rotherhithe, have 
been purchased, laid out, and planted, by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works; and “Southwark Park,” as it is called, 
was opened to the public by Sir John Thwaites on Saturday 
last. 





We have received the first annual report of Dr. Clendin- 
ning, the health officer of Ballaarat East, Victoria, on the 
sanitary condition of that borough during the year 1868. 
With a low death-rate of only 15 per 1000 Dr. Clendinning 
is very properly not content, because he finds that pre- 
ventable diseases cause one-fourth of the gross mortality. 
This is the proper way to look at the matter, and may be 
commended as an example to some of our optimist munici- 
palities at home. 





Tux adjourned debate on Infantile Mortality will be re- 
sumed at the next meeting of the Obstetrical Society, when 
a paper on an interesting subject will be read by Dr. Nor- 
ton, of Putney. The author considers it improbable that 
the natural process of dentition has ever really been the 
cause of disease or death in infants under one year. No 
more practical topic, nor one more fitted for discussion, can 
be imagined. 





Apvicrs by the African Royal Mail steamer Calabar, from 
the Gambia, dated 6th June, state that the cholera at Port 
Bathurst, although still very bad, has very much abated, 
the daily deaths having fallen from 75, at which they stood 
a short time previously, to 25. 





We hear a rumour that there is likely to be a vacancy 
immediately in the chair of Materia Medica at Middlesex 
Hospital school, Dr. Henry Thompson being about to resign. 





WE beg to call attention to the letter of “An Anxious 
Inquirer” in another column. If such a transaction as he 
hints at has been perpetrated, some explanation of such 
official methods of acquiring information is absolutely de- 
manded. 





Tue general health of the troops in the Presidency of 
Madras is considered to have been very satisfactory of late. 
There has been an absence of all disease of an epidemic 
character amongst the European troops, and they have 
hitherto escaped the cholera which was prevailing amongst 
the natives at Secunderabad. 

Tue following notice has been put up at the entrance for 
out-patients at St. George’s Hospital :—‘*'The benefits of 
this institution being intended for the really poor only, 
persons not in that condition will be rejected.” 





A SILVER MEDAL has been awarded, by the International 
Congress held at Havre, to Dr. Mitchell, for his paper on 
the Alkaline Permanganates; and a bronze medal to Mr. 
Harry Leach, for his report on the health of the Mercantile 
Marine. 





Dr. Bravy, M.P., will preside at the usual monthly dinner 
at the Medical Club on Wednesday next. 





Tue General Medical Council will meet, as we have 
already announced, on Thursday next, the Ist July, at the 
College of Physicians, Pall Mall. 








OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 


On Monday last a special meeting of this Society was 
held, to consider the terms of the proposed amalgamation 
of Societies into a Royal Society of Medicine, and the fol- 
lowing resolutions were carried :— 

Proposed by Dr. Tyler Smith, and seconded by Dr. Hol- 
man, of Reigate,— 

“1, Tuat in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable to 
effect an amalgamation of the various medical societies in 
London, if a suitable plan can be adopted.” 

by Dr. Barnes, and ed by Dr. Tilt,— 

“2. That in the opinion of this meeting such amal- 
gamation can only be effected by the recognition of the 
principle that obstetrics rank on terms of equality with 
medicine and surgery.” 

Proposed by Dr. Meadows, and seconded 
Brunton,— 

«3. That, in order to carry out the foregoing resolutions, 
it would, in the opinion of this meeting, be desirable to 
form three sections only in the Royal Society of Medicine, 
representing the three great departments of medieal prac- 
tice—viz., one each for medicine, surgery, and obstetrics ; 
and that the other proposed sections, relating as they do to 
subjects which are common to each of these, should be 
placed on a different footing.” 

Proposed by Dr. Playfair, and seconded by Dr. Sedgwick— 

«4. That in the opinion of this meeting it is essential 
that the President of the Royal Society of Medicine be 
chosen annually in rotation from the past and present Pre- 
sidents of the sections of Medicine, Surgery, and Obste- 
tries.” 

Proposed by Dr. Braxton Hicks, and seconded by Mr. 
Duann,— 

“5. That in the opinion of this meeting it is essential 
that the annual subscription by Fellows of the Obstetric 
section shall not exceed their present subscription of one 
guinea, and that there be no entrance fee.” 

The first and second resolutions were carried unani- 
mously, but the other propositions, though ultimately 
carried, gave rise to considerable discussion, which will 
materially influence the acceptance or rejection of the pro- 
posed scheme. 

The third resolution opens the question upon which many 
Fellows of the Obstetrical Society are known to feel warmly, 
the necessity for divorcing medicine and surgery, and ad- 
mitting midwifery to equal rights. The question of forming 
separate sections for medicine and surgery was fully dis- 
cussed at the special meeting of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, and was decided in the negative. It appears to us, 
therefore, a pity for the Obstetrical Society to insist upon a 
separation between two parts of the profession which have 
no wish to be put asunder, simply to gratify a little bit of 
pride on the part of the obstetrical physicians and surgeons. 
Our suggestion of some weeks back to add the word 
“ Pediatrics” to the title of the proposed section of Ob- 
stetrics, or, perhaps better, to call it the section for Mid- 
wifery and Diseases of Women and Children, would surely 
meet the difficulty. 

The subsequent resolutions, affirming the necessity for a 
fair distribution of the patronage of the proposed Society, 
and the retention of an inclusive fee of one guinea for the 
Obstetrical section, could probably be readily met if the 
preliminary difficulties of the scheme were overcome. We 
quite agree with Dr. Playfair in thinking that the obste- 
tricians have been hardly treated, when out of 33 Presi- 
dents of the Royal Medicai and Chirurgical Society 18 have 
been physicians, 14 surgeons, and only 1 (Sir Charles 
Locock) an obstetric practitioner ; and we also believe that 
much of the success of the Obstetrical Society has been due 
to its moderate fee, and are not surprised at its managers 
wishing to retain the same rate of subscription. 





by Dr 





AMENDMENT OF THE MEDICAL ACT. 


A mertTrne was held in Birmingham on Thursday, June 
17th, when some fifty or sixty members of the profession 
were present, Dr. Bell Fletcher in the chair. A Committee 
was appointed to draw up a petition (the draft of which was 
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read) and report on Friday, the 18th, when the following 
form was adopted and signed, a copy of which was to be 
sent to the Home Secretary and to the Medical Council. 


The undersigned members of the medical profession re- 
ully submit to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, the necessity of passing an 
Act of Parliament to amend the Medical Act of 1858, and 
the Acts subsequently passed with a view to amend it. 


The Act of 1858 affirms that “it is oapediont that persons 
requiring medical aid should be enabled to distinguish qua- 
lified from unqualified titioners.”’ The experience of the 
past ten years has proved that the Act is practically inope- 
rative as a guide to the public in distinguishing legally 
qualified members of the medical profession. A large num- 
ber of men are practising medicine and surgery in different 
parts of the country, not only without any legal quulifica- 
tion, but without having un any iegular course of 
medical education. In some places imen are practising 
under fictitious names. assuming the title of doctor, and ob- 
taining considerable sums of money from weak persons, by 
intimidation and extortion. The Medical Act of 1858 is 
practically ——— in restraining these offenders. 

It is capable of proof that some legally-qualified men 
have lent their names to persons without qualification, to 
enable them to practice medicine and surgery without in- 
curring liability to prosecution. Such a proceeding is re- 
garded as a fraud on the public and the profession; and it 
is suggested that in any future Bill greater powers be given 
to the General Medical Council to remove from the Regis- 
ter, and deprive of their professional rights, qualified men 
who shall aid and abet illegal titioners. 

The present state of the law touching certificates of death 
greatly favours the successful practice of secret poisoning 
and infanticide. It is suggested that the certificate of a 
legally-qualified member of the medical profession, in the 
absence of a coroner’s order, shall be indispensable as a 
preliminary to every buri 

The Medical Act of 1858 purports to constitute the Gene- 
ral Medical Council for the purpose of regulating medical 
education and registration throughout the Cnited Kingdom ; 
but, composed as the Council is mainly of the members of 


the medical rations who grant licences to practice, the 
control of the system of medical education has proved to be 
very imperfect. 

The undersigned are of opinion that the system of medi- 


eal education should be revised, so as to ensure the 

sion of a thoroughly scientific and practical acquaintance 
with medicine and surgery on the part of the persons apply- 
ing for the legal qualification. 

To this end, it is held to be necessary to substitute for 
the present system of examination, and for the many forms 
of licence to practise now granted, one high and uniform 
standard of examination, and one legal qualification. 


The tical part of the course of professional study 
stands ial need of improvement, and the undersigned 
would gladly see the regulations made stringent, to ensure 


the attendance of students on a thorough course of prac- 
tical study in hospitals; but in the event of any student en- 
gaging in private eae on his own responsibility before 
é is cally qualified, it is suggested that he forfeit the loss 
of the year, or years, as a student during which he has so 
practised. 
_ It is respectfully, but very earnestly, submitted, that the 
influence and power for good of the General Medical Coun- 
cil would be greatly extended, with the profession and the 
ese if provision were made in a new Act of Parliament 
or the representation in the Council of the general body of 
practitioners of medicine and surgery, who are now, for the 
most part, deprived of any professional franchise. 

In any future Act of Parliament, it is that pro- 
vision be made for instituting prosecutions under it by a 
Public Prosecutor, or other public functionary, on behalf of 
the General Medical Council, instead of leaving the volun- 
tary enforcement of the law to individuals. 

The undersigned desire to obtain no privileges for the 
profession without giving the public commensurate advan- 
tages, and they submit that an Act of Parliament so framed 
as to raise the standard of professional efficiency, to protect 
life, and prevent the obtaining of on false 
is an Act as much needed in the interest 
munity as for the welfare and honour of themedical 

, 


the com- 








Correspondence, 
“ Audi py partem.” 


THE ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS AT THE 
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sim,—Do allow me the opportunity of reminding the 
Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons of the important 
power which will be at our disposal on Thursday next, the 
lst of July, and of the necessity that we should have una- 
nimity of action, so as to ensure the election of entirely 
new blood into the Council, in order speedily to effect those 
much-needed reforms which are so immediately essential to 
the welfare and dignity of that magnificent institution. I 
have to express a hope, also, that the Fellows will attend in 
large num the opening of “the Court” (2 P.m.), so that 
we may, without “let or hindrance,” discuss “the parti- 
cular business” of that day; and that we shall have every 
facility afforded us for doing so, I have not the least doubt, 
as we are fortunate in having for our president a gentleman 
who, in a letter to Taz Lancer of June 10th, 1865, relative to 
the then pending elections to the Council of the College, says: 

“I have always thought, since the institution of the 
Fellowship, that as the Fellows have not only the power to 
elect to the Council in the first instance, but also the power 
to re-elect, or refuse to re-elect, those retiring from the 
erg we ry they ought to have open to them suffi- 
cient information as to the manner in which the retiring 
members discharged their trust. I should wish to see that 
information given openly. Any open proceedings would, in 
my be more becoming to all concerned, than 
that which now prevails—namely, the anonymous state- 
ment, and submission to the injury it inflicts, or the denial 
of its correctness, and so on.” 

Again,— 

~ it has likewise long been my opinion that the College 
as a whole would, by a closer union of its constituent parts, 
by the interchange of opinion between the electors and the 
elected, acquire a strength for good purposes which it now 
needs.” 

Such are the sentiments expressed by Mr. Quain, and we 
must test the sincerity of that gentleman by opening a dis- 
cussion within the walls of our own College. That Mr. Quain 
has ample power to allow it, by virtue of his office as presi- 
dent, is clear from Section 18 of our bye-laws—viz. : 

“And any Fellow or member of the College who shall in- 
terrupt, impede, or interfere with the proceedings at any 
such meeting, or shall propose any matter for discussion or 
debate without the leave of the president, or other person so 
presiding, shall, upon being required by the president, or 
other person so presiding, immediately withdraw from such 
meeting.” 

It is not for me to presume to dictate as to which of the 
entlemen, whose views have been so ably and fairly laid 
efore the electors, should be returned, as each Fellow, for 

the first time, is in a position to judge for himself; but this 
much I must say, that Mr. Wilson has placed both himself 
and the Fellows in a very deliv:te position by his recent 
splendid gift to the Council of the College ¢f which he seeks 
to become a member. It would be far better, both for Mr. 
Wilson and ourselves, that he should at once retire, and re- 
lieve us from even a suspicion that we nad been bought, 
until the professorship of which he is the liberal founder 
should be settled. On another oceasion, when he should 
present himself as an ordinary candidate, need I add that 
the Fellows en masse would welcome him, and stamp by an 
indelible mark their admiration of his untiring mdustry, 
his great genius, and his valuable aid to the profession in 
forwarding the science of dermatology; and above all their 
approval of his views so profoundly set forth in his letter to 
myself. 

Tet the only qualification for a seat at the Council board 
be an unselfish desire to serve the whole profession, the ad- 
vancement of chirurgical science, the cultivation of good 


feeling between all, be they Fellows or Members; and let us 
show to the world what a united body can do for the sake of 
science and suffering humanity. And, as a preliminary step 
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towards effecting all this, let us with one effort elect, on 
Thursday next, Messrs. Gay, Erichsen, and Lee, for whose 
sincerity I here publicly pledge myself. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Spalding, June 2ist, 1869. Epwin Morris, M.D., F.R.C.S. 





THE MANAGERS OF THE ROYAL INFIRMARY 
AND MR. LAWRIE. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—I beg you will have the goodness to insert the en- 
closed correspondence, which has a very important bearing 
on hospital or practical study. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Edinburgh, June 23rd, 1869. James Syme. 

[cory. } 
(LETTER FROM MR. LAWRIE TO PROFESSOR SYME.) 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, June 21st, 1869. 

Dear S1r,—I write to inform you that I was called before 
a meeting of the M ers to-day, and asked if I had written 
a letter which appe: in Tue Lamer of June 19th. Upon 
replying in the affirmative, I was told, without any oppor- 
tunity of explanation being afforded me, that I was no longer 
resident surgeon in your wards. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 

Professor Syme. Epwarp Lawris. 

[cory.] 
To the Managers of the Royal Infirmary. 


My Lorp anp Genriemen,—The letter of which a copy 
is enclosed reached me this morning, and seems to require 
very serious comment on my It appears from this 
letter that you have ignominiously dismissed my house- 

eon, on the ground of an alleged offence, which was 

conduct in the highest degree creditable to him as a 
gent! and as a man of honour, without affording him 
an opportunity of saying a single word in explanation, or 
any communication with me. 

n the course of his important researches with regard to 
the antiseptic system of treatment, Professor Lister latel 
devised a edure for the ligature of arteries, whi 
has proved completely successful in two cases published by 
Mr. Bickersteth, of Liverpool, and in another case now 
under Dr.Watson’s treatment in the hospital. But upon the 
5th of June, Mr. Spence published, in Tue Lancer, a case 
to show that the procedure in question was by no means 
free from danger. “ Having occasion, on Wednesday, the 
12th inst., to tie the — common carotid artery, I deter- 
mined to use the carbolised catgut ligature so strongly re- 
commended by Professor Lister, of Glasgow. To give the 
method a fair trial, I had some catgut pre for the 
purpose ; but, not being satisfied with it, I obtained a car- 

lised catgut ligature from Professor Syme’s department 
of the hospital, as I knew it had been used there in cases of 
amputation, and was prepared according to Professor Lis- 
ter's plan.” 

Mr. Spence then proceeded to execute various details not 
i mp with what Mr. Lister has deemed essential for 

ety. 

Circumstances have prevented me from being in the hos- 
pital since the publication of Mr. Lister’s proposal; but 
pe ae eo Mr. Lawrie, supplied Mr. Spence with 
what he at the time believed to be the proper materials for 
the purpose. Having afterwards discovered that neither 
the ligatures nor their application afforded any ground for 
ealling in — the safety of Mr. Lister’s procedure, 
Mr. Lawrie felt it his duty to explain the unintentional mis- 
take which he had commitied, so as to prevent an erroneous 

udice from impeding the progress of improvement. 

‘or this honourable and praiseworthy conduct you have 
dismissed my excellent house-surgeon, than whom there 
has aever been a better in my department of the hospital, 
in entire disregard of long-established usage in the treat- 
ment of resident medical officers. The “reign of terror ”’ 
which you have now commenced will, I fear, lead to very 
unpleasant results, one of which may be the difficulty of 
finding a oo swcen al willing to accept the vacant office. 

I have the honour to be,my Lord and Gentlemen, 

our most obedient servant, 
Millbank House, Edinburgh, June 22nd, 1969, James Syme, 








To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str,—The position I occupy in the Royal Infirmary ren- 
ders it out of place for me to notice the letter from one of 
the house-surgeons of that institution which appeared in 
Tue Lancer of Saturday last, in reference to my case of 
ligature of the carotid artery, further than to state that 
your correspondent’s letter contains assertions and insinua- 
tions inconsistent with fact. d 

The preparation, which is still in my ion, will 
enable anyone to judge of the state of the ligature, knot 
and artery.—I am, Sir, your obecient scrvant, 

JaMES wy es 4 
3 . Coll. , a5 . . Edin. Univ., 
ad eon, Ord, Burg. Roy a 


. Infirm., &. 
Ainslie-place, Edinburgh, June 22nd, 1869. 


Apornecarizs’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 


cine, and received certificates to practise, on June 17th :— 
Grant Proderie’ erick, Kibworth, Lelesstorehire. 
Orme, Campbell, Avenue-road, N.W. 
As Assistants in Compounding and Dispensing Medicines :— 
Saat, Henry — ~ pees 
Ritson, John, Set 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 
Alexander D. H. Leadman, Lueds School of Medicine; Edward Samuel 
Lee, St. George’s Hospital ; John Samuel Slater, St, Thomas’s Hospital. 
University or Dunnam (Easter Term, 1869). — 
The following gentlemen have passed the undermentioned 
examinations :— 








Frvat, ron M.D. Deca. 
Newcombe, Frederick William. 
Sxconp, ror Licence iv Mepicows axyp Ducass ov ©.M. 
Higgs, Frederick T. 
Murray, James D. 

Tue Lever. — The following presentations took 
om at the levée held on Saturday, the 19th, by His Royal 

ighness the Prince of Wales, on behalf of Her jesty : 
—lInspector-General Charles A. Anderson, M.D., R.N., on 
promotion, by the Director-General of the Medical Demos’ 
ment of the Navy; Inspector-General George Burn, M.D., 
C.B., on appointment as a C.B., by the Director-General of 
the Medical I Department of the Navy; Assistan’ F. 
G. Byrne, R.A., on appointment, by Col. W. A. Mi 
C.B.; Mr. Edward B. Broster, R.N., on ion, by the 
Director-General of the Medical Department of the Navy; 
Mr. W. H. Colvill, surgeon, Bombay Army, by the Secretary 
of State; Assistant- m J. Davidge, R.A., on . 
ment, by Col. W. A. Middleton, C.B. ; Surgeon-major James 
eat, Bombay, by the Secretary of State ; Staff. 

J. N. Dick, R.N., on promotion, by the Director-General of 
the Medical Department of the Navy; Mr. M. C. Furnell, 
surgeon, Madras Army, by the Secretary of State; Surgeon 
Cameron M‘Dowall, Bombay Army, by the Secretary of 
State; Mr. Richard S. P. Griffiths, R.N., by the Director- 
General of the Medical Department of the Navy; Staff- 
Surgeon-major George Saunders, C.B., on nomination, by 
the Adjutant-General; Mr. Henry Hadlow, R.N., y the 
Director-General of ME gay, erent the Navy ; 
Dr. Hector Helsham, 19th Surrey Volunteers, by Lieut.- 
Colonel Labrow ; Surgeon Richard Wolseley, 5th Foot, 
the Adjutant-General; Assistant- T. M. O’Brien, 
by Col. W. A. Middleton, C.B.; Stal’ Assistant-surgeon 
James Watson, by the Adjutant-General ; Surgeon Edward 
Wilson, on promotion, on intment to 4th Dragoon 
Guards, by the Adjutant- The following attended 
the levée :—Sir W. Fergusson, Professor Owen, the Director- 
General of the Medical Department of the Navy, Drs. Fraser, 
Walter D. Jones, McSheehy, Winter, and Phillips, and 
Surgeon-major Gilborne. 

Aw ItL-apvisep Cuance.—The authorities of the 
Conception Hospital, at Marseilles, have just ordered the 
venereal wards to be closed. Is it for the want of patients ? 
Otherwise, such a step must act mischievously on the popu- 
lation of Marseilles. 
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Medical Apporntuents. 


ee E., LR-CP.L., has been appointed nee = ae and Secretary 
to the West Sussex, East Hants, and Chichester rmary and Dis- 
pensay, vice Florio St. Qeintis Bond, M.R.CS.E., resigned. 

— Assist.-Surg. R., M.D., has been promoted — to the by ont 

-Hull, Yorkshire, ist Administrative Brig de East Ridimg Artillery 
Vo poem E. 8. Brett, resigned. 

Dopp, Mr, H., has been “appointed Assistant-Surgeon to the 2nd North 
Riding Avtifiery Volunteer Co New gs viee Clarkson , deceased. 

Easy, W., L.B.0 ted Medical Officer and Public 
Vaceinator for the ton erne District of the Darlington 
Union, vice B. L ee Cae. resigned. 

Fox, C. J.. MRCS, 'S., has been appointed Dental Surgeon to the 
Dental Hospital “ei London, Scho-square, vice G. A. Ibbetson, F.R.C.8., 
L.DS., resigned. 

Grpp1N6s,. J. A. M.RCS.E., has been inted Resident Medical and 
Surgical Officer at St. Mary's Hospi r, vice Somerville, 


resigned. 
Ricwagps, W. M., M_R.CS-E., has been seen Medical Officer for the 
Teignmouth District of the Newton Ab Union, Devonshire. 


Births, lacriages, amd Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 


Deverniu.—On the 19th inst., the wife of Horace K. Debenham, M.R.C.S.E., 
of Presteign, Radnorshire, of a daughter. 

ae = 17th inst., st Molesworth-street, Dublin, the wife of 

ey Grimshaw, *“M. D., of a daughter. 

eee ys nat. 2a Uttoxeter, the wife of B. Heywood Herbert, 
MECS.E., of a a 

Hoveutoy.—On the inst., at Mount-strect, Grosvenor-equare, the wife 
of Hey Geoege Henghicn, M.D., of a son. 

ss me? at High-street, Hungerford, Berks, the wife of 

. or, ota iter 
or the sth inst., at Tongham Lodge, near noe the wife of 
J. Coote Ovens, Esq., Surgeon 5th Dragoo o Guurds, o 

Yerp.—On the 23rd inst., at Sunderland, the wife of iHeury J. Yeld, MD, 

of a daughter. 











MARRIAGES. 


Bett—Atexawpsr.—On the 10th inst., at Sardinia-terrace, Glasgow, Robt. 
yo 1, M.8 i C.8.Ed., to € *hristina Catherine, eldest daughter of Thos. 
lexan’ 
Dopps.—Axtuvr.—On the 18th inst., at Bathgate, Thomas Dodds, Solicitor, 
of Bathgate, to Jane Aitken, fourth daughter of the late John Arthur, 
., Conservator of the Anatomical Museum, Edinburgh. 


DEATHS. 


CarvVatirer.—On the 7th inst., at Lene pte Manchester-square, C. E. 
Chevallier, —_—— of by 4 ‘s tag YD 

Gureyx.—On the 6th R.CS.E., ." Leigh, Lancashire. 

Howrrr.—On the wth an ‘an E. Howitt, LB.CP.L., of Wednesbury, 


Staffordshire. 
Moorr.—On the 13th inst., D. Moore, M.D., of Belfast, aged 36. 
Rate y,—On the 19th inst., Geo. Rainy, M.D., of G w, aged 36. 
Waigar.—On the 4th inst. Thos. Wright, Surgeon, o! Norton-in-the-Moors, 
Staffordshire, all 74. 


Bos, Short Comets, and Anse to 


Correspondents, 








Unprorgsstovan ApvErtisine. 

Wr have received from St. John, New Brunswick, 2 copy of a local paper, 
containing an advertisement, headed “Ophthalmic Surgery,” in which a 
Dr. C. K. Fiske is made to figure as a successful practitioner in that 
branch of the profession. We know nothing of Dr. Fiske ; but we consider 
the advertisement as highly objectionable. One would think that landa- 
tory testimonials and certificates from people who can know nothing of 
professional matters would not be required by a gentleman who states 
that he has practised his specialty in St. John for twenty-three years. 
Qn second thoughts, however, such certificates might, perhaps, on this 
account have been needful in order to assure the public that some of his 
operations were cures. 

BR. P. P—The system has been adopted in a modified form at King’s College 
‘Hospital, and our correspondent might put himself in communication 
with the Seeretary of that institution. 

Messrs. Fowler and Sheppard will find an account of the “grape cure” 
_ the work of Dr. Macpherson, entitled the “ Baths and Wells of Barope,” 
Just published by Macmillan and Co. 

Dr. R. Metoalfe.—Consult a respectable solicitor. 

K.Q.C.P.—The posts of colonial surgeon, medical officer to one of the convict 
establishments, or visiting surgeon under the Contagious Diseases Act, if 
there happen to be vacancies for any of these. 

Mr. John Holmes Perry.—We entirely differ from our correspondent. 





Leap-PorsontNG. 

Mr. A. B. Fry remarks, in reference to a recent notice in our columns of 
lead-poisoning from beer which had been standing in the pipes of the 
beer engines, that he was recently called to a case of lead palsy, in which 
the source of the lead was in vain sought for, until it was ascertained that 
the custom of the patient, a publican, had been for years to take each 
morning a glass of ale, which was always first drawn out of the engine, 
and which had been in contact with the leaden pipe for some time. 

Single Qualification.—1. The L.R.C.P. Edin. is not recognised as a medical 
qualification by the Poor-law Board.—2. Yes. 

H. N. H. is, we fear, not quick of apprehension. The diseases are all num- 
bered, and are referred to by their numbers, for the sake of brevity, in 
other parts of the book. Thus “after ‘44’” in the note that puzzles oar 
correspondent might be written “after the word ix the foregoing pages 
to which the number 44 is prefixed.” This word is “ cancer,” as may be 
seen on page 15. We should have thought the matter too simple to need 
explanation, or to admit of doubt. 

Bad Case.—We have no knowledge concerning the use of the apparatus in 
the cases mentioned. 

Dr. Webb's request shall receive attention. 

W. H. N.—1, The University of London degrees are those most usually 
sought after by aspiring students ; but equally good men pass at all the 
more important Universities.—2. Special remuneration, under the excep- 
tional circumstances mentioned, must be left to fhe spontaneous generosity 
of B. It is doubtful if any could be legally demanded. 

J. H.—Apply to her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

A Public Vaccinator wishes to know—1. What is the mode of vaccination 
pursued in the Aylesbury Union, which has been attended with such 
good results as to have entitled the vaccinators to a Government gratuity ? 
2. How many marks are made in the arms ? 

Vulnerum Medicus.—Lallemand's Treatise on the subject. 


Tax Estasiisument or Disrensanres 1x Tee Mrrrorouts. 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 

Srr,—Having seen in the medical journals reference to a statement made 
in the House of Commons by Mr. Goschen, which implied that the difficulty 
in London had turned upon the question whether the sick poor should be 
attended at the medical officer's surgery or in a di sary, and that a great 
many medical officers said it was more convenient that their patients should 
attend at their surgeries, &c., | would wish to learn whether it is correct 
that a verbal message was sent by an official of the Poor-law Board some 
months ago to the medical officers of a certain parish for the purpose of 
learning their views on this subject, and whether they were requested to 
seod an answer in writing; and if any, or all of them, did state that it was 
more convenient for them to have their patients call at their own houses 
there to obtain a prescription, which could then be dispensed by a qualified 
person at a dispensary; and whether such opinion was required on the 

that the internal arrangements of the establishment, which was 
contemplated in this parish, would be materially modified according to 
whether the one or the other arrangement was adopted, and that the lesser 
expense of the provision cf accommodation for a dispenser only was dis- 
tinetly raised ; and whether such answers were given to meet the apparent 
views of such official, and were not intended to imply opposition to the 
establishment of dispensaries generally. 

It would be well to ascertain also whether such inquiries were inatitated 
in other parishes ; — if so, whether upon opinions obtained in this man- 
ner, and sub ated to Mr. Goschen, the statement above 
referred to was "4 

Possibly you may be in the possession of information on this subject ; 
and if so, perhaps you may be enabled to give your readers your opinion as 
to the value of testimony gained after such fashion. 

It would also be desirable to ascertain how many of the existing metro- 
politan district medical officers are permanently appointed or not ; and if 
not, how far their opinions should have been asked for, Myo opposition to 
the views of the Poor-law Board and taeir own Boards of Guardians might 
have been attended by their subsequent official extinction. 

I am, Si., yours obediently, 

June, 1869. As Anxious Inquingr. 
Dr. Lewins.—We regret that we have not space for our correspondent’s 

communication. The problem which he has undertaken to solve is one of 
extreme difficulty, and we do not think that we are yet warranted, by the 
information in our p ion, in y ing dogmatically on the identity 
of vital and physical force. The experiment of our correspondent as to 
the exaltation and arrest of nerve force by means of water and ammonia 
respectively is of too indefinite a character to be worth much, and it is 
altogether insufficient for the parpose in view. 

Mr. F. S., (Germany.)—There are two special Acts of Parliament regulating 
the qualifications and status of properly qualified medical practitioners, 
and also of pharmaceutists, The one, entitled the Medical Act, will be 
found in the Medical Register, published by the General Medical Council 
at its Offices, Soho-square, London; and the other, the Pharmacy Act, 
which can be obtained for a few pence at Hansard’s Parliamentary Paper 
Office, Great Queen-street, Lineoln’s-inn-fields, London, W.C. 

Pityriasis —By shaking them together, surely. 

Mr. Calvert.—The subject has been noticed in a former number of the 
journal. 











Removat or tre Opovr or Carpotrc Acip. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Str,—The disagreeable odour left by carbolic acid ean be bedeye S— em 


hy masnan of Gletie 66 Ras eae y's fluid, either of which ob Sang 

substances, would perhaps have given more ——_— against 

the m= y of fever fever rthan the 7 ere smell of which is complained of, 
Londen, June 23rd, 1969, , Anrrpors. 
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Exections at Dustin Hosprrats. 

We regret that at the last moment we are compelled to omit the report of 
Dr. Mapother’s important paper on the “Grants and Governing Bodies 
of the Dublin Hospitals,” read at the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society 
on Tuesday last. We shall, however, not fail to give due consideration to 
the subject in our next issue. 


Wm. D. J., (Sheflicld.)—It is clear, if our correspondent’s statement be cor- 
rect, that he is entitled to more time in order that he may learn kis pro- 
fession by attendance on lectures. The proper person to act in the matter 
of the grievance complained of is our correspondent’s father, who can 
surely have no difficulty in making himself personally acquainted with 
his son's position and rights. 

A Working Man.—We cannot undertake to name any one practitioner. Our 
correspondent may seek the advice of his ordinary medical attendent as 
to the most suitable London surgeon to consult on the subject. 

Non Temere est.—Next week. 

Inquirer —A certifying surgeon under the Factory Act is paid for his 
official work by the firms whose factories he visits—on a seale either the 
result of mutual agreement, or else settled by the inspecter. We presume 
that these payments are those to which our correspondent refers. As 
regards the other part of the question, the certifying surgeon is in the 
same position as any other practitioner, He is required to see every in- 
jured mill-hand ; but he has no claim to treat the cases professionally, 
and no disqualification from doing so. 

Mr, J. B. Darley.—Apply to some of the large shipowners. 


Lire Assurance anv Fexs ror Mepicat Rzronrs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

S1z,—I do not agree wiih your remarks respecting the Albion Life Office and 
its manner of paying medica! referees. Two years ago I was asked by a highly 
respectable agent (not the authorised one) in this town to examine a lady who 
pro to assure for £500 in that Office. I did so, and found at the end of 
the report the note directing the medical man to apply to the proposer for 
his fee. I thought this a most unusual plan, and a thing the referee ought 
not to be called upon to do. However, I asked for the fee as politely as pos- 
sible ; but the lady had not her purse, and apparently had not read the para- 
graph respecting it. The report was forwarded to the Office, and I after- 
wards received a circular, inviting my co-operation in introducing clients at 
aaa rates. I applied subsequently to the lady for my fee ; 
but she said she had declined completing the assurance. I then applied 
three different times to the Office for the fee, but could never get a = 5 

The plan adopted, as you say, saves the Office the trouble of making re- 
mittanees ; but it also éoves the fee at the expense of the doctor if he does 
not get it at the time the examination is made, and the proposer gives up 

he assurance. This ought to be generally known. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient ete 


June 2ist, 1860. P.S.—I enclose my card. 


B. Lown. 

*,* Our correspondent will forgive us for saying that it was his own fault 
that he did not get a fee for his examination of the lady to whom he 
refers. The Office directs that the proposer shall pay, at the time of his 
examination, the medical practitioner who examines the client a fee, 
which will be repaid the proposer by the Office. The bond-fide proposer 
ean have no objection to such an arrangement, and the practitioner espe- 
cially can have no hesitation in at once demanding his fee if the proposer 
be a stranger. There is a special form of receipt appended to the “ form” 
used, which the medical man is supposed to sign in the presence of the 
proposer after receiving the fee. If the medical man chooses to hand over 
his report to the Office without having received his fee from the proposer, 
he may, as our correspondent has done, lose his fee; but he can searcely 
blame the Office if the proposer fails to complete the assurance. The blame 
rests with himself. We contend that the fact of the practitioner receiving 
the fee at the time he makes the examination leaves him unbiased in 
making even the most unfavourable report, if he conscientiously believes 
that to be necessary. 


A Country Surgeon.—It is manifest that the law requires vaccination to be 
performed by “a duly qualified medical practitioner.” The parents of the 
children mentioned by our correspondent have not fulfilled that require- 
ment, and would be as fully liable to penalties as if their children had re- 
mained unvaccinated. We fear the vaccinators cannot be punished; but 
their traffic might be stopped through the parents. It would be worth 
while to communicate with the Medical Department of the Privy Council 
on the subject. 

Venezuela wishes to know whether a Venezuelan University degree would 
permit the holder to practise in Burmah ? 

House-Surgeon.—If the man died after his admission into the hospital, no 
fee can be claimed. 

J. H., (Warsop.)—Any small bivalve speculum, Coxeter’s, as described by 
Dr. Henry Bennet, is a good one. 

Mr. W. G. Farr.—Certainly not. We should advise application to an aural 
surgeon. 

Stimvu.ants to CHILpREN, 

Ia@ncrant people, especially of the lower classes, have an unbounded con- 
fidence in the curative powers of spirits, and they not unfrequently inflict 
a good deal of injury on young children by the administration of pure 
brandy to them. A large dose of undiluted spirits to a child may even 
prove fatal; an instance of which recently occurred at Greenock, on board 
a Liverpool steamer, in the person of a little girl, aged five years, to 
whom an overdose of brandy had been given during the voyage as a re- 

medy against sea-sickness. 





Mx. Berry. 

It has been suggested to us by an esteemed correspondent that Mr. Berry 
has been put to considerable expense by his prompt and public-spiriied 
prosecation of the woman Cecilia Jones, and that the profession might 
with great advantage come forward to bear some portion of this outlay. 
We should be glad to hear that some of Mr. Berry’s friends had taken 
action in the matter, and had formed a committee to receive contriba- 
tions. 

Mr. N. A. Humphreys is altogether mistaken in supposing that the opening 
sentence in our last week’s article on the “ Mortality of Brighton” was 
intended to reflect in the slightest degree upon him. 

X.—We are happy to inform our correspondent that Dr. Chambers has with- 
drawn his advertisement from the evening papers. 

Mr. Penfolds notes shall appear in an early impression. 


Typnvus Fever. 
To the Editor of Taz Laxcni. 
Sre,—In Tae Lancer for June 12th, a case is reported of “ oe Fever 
ving recently occurred 


Relapsing after an interval of Fourteen Days,” as 

in this hospital. If correctly interpreted, the case would be unique in the 
history of typhus, and it derives additional signifi from the names of 
both the physicians being quoted as if sanctioning the interpretation adopted 
by the reporter. In order, therefore, to prevent a serious error creeping into 
the pathology of typhus, it is necessary to state that the case was forwarded 
for publication without the knowledge of either of the physicians of the 
hospital, both of whom entirely dissent from the view of the case put for- 
ward by the reporter.—Your obedient servant, 

J. B. Bannovr, Resident Medical Officer. 
London Fever Hospital, June 22nd, 1869. 





‘ 
A Laprss’ Convatescyt Home. 

We do not think that a physician would be justified in allowing his name 
to remain on the medical staff if the committee has appointed a 
hommopath to the institution. There cannot be unanimity of action 
where the opinions of men on professional matters are in opposition. 

Iw consequence of the large amount of space occupied by the Index in our 
present number, we are reluctantly compelled to postpone the insertion of 
numerous articles, letters, and answers to correspondents. 

Communications, Luerrers, &c., have been received from—Sir H. Thompson ; 
Professor Spence, Edinburgh; Dr. Murchison ; Dr. Buchanan, Glasgow ; 
Mr. Erskine Scott ; Mr. Holmes, Southernhay ; Dr. Hardman; Mr. Holt ; 
Dr. Smith, Kirby Malzeard ; Mr. Richards, Kilrush ; Dr. GreatRex, Kids- 
grove; Mr. Fraser ; Mr. Bryden, Uffeulme; Dr. Casey ; Mr. Hetherington ; 
Dr. Jackson, Southsea; Mr. R. Canton, Dieppe; Mr. Sewell; Mr. James, 
Tavistock ; Mr. Sewell ; Mr. Griffith, Conway; Messrs. Richardson & Co. ; 
Mr. Moseley, Lyme Regis ; Mr. Marsden, Barton ; Dr. Thomas ; Mr. Davia, 
Bridgnorth ; Mr. Orchard, Lee; Mr. Marshall; Mr. E. A. Bennett, Colne; 
Mr. Bullen; Mr. Davies, Lampeter; Dr. Murphy; Mr. Giddings, Man- 
chester; Mr. A. B. Fry, Yorktown; Mr. Kelsey, Worcester ; Mr. Rowland ; 
Mr. Byrne ; Dr. Grimshaw, Dublin; Rev. 8. V. Edwards; Mr. Marsham ; 
Dr. Morris, Spalding; Mr. Humphreys, Brighton; Mr. Harding, War- 
rington; Dr. Atkinson; Mr. W. Jones; Messrs. Fowler & Sheppard ; 
Mr. W. Dobie, Chester; Mr. Manning, Sydney; Mr. Moraon, Melbourne ; 
Dr. Batt, Shefiieid ; Dr. Lewins; Dr. Fritze, Sehwalbach ; Dr. Philipson, 
Neweastle ; Mr. Bickersteth, Liverpool ; Mr. Corter ; Dr. Daffy, Florence ; 
Mr. Melline, Rothesay ; Messrs. Maw & Son; Dr. Clendinning, Ballaarat ; 
Mr. Phillpott ; Mr. Black, Dover; Mr. Tinsley, Cheam ; Dr. Marsh, Little- 
more ; Mr. Rintoul; Mr. G. Jones, Castle Cary ; Mr. Howard; Dr. Horne, 
Searborough ; Dr. Steggall; Dr. Hutchinson, Fort William ; Mr, Sharpe ; 
Mr. Hards ; Mr. Adams ; Mr. Matthews, Manchester ; Mr. Penfold, Poplar ; 
Dr. Coates, Malvern ; Mr. Debenham, Presteign ; Dr. Hadden, Horncastle ; 
Mr. W. G. Farr; Dr. Lister, Ashton ; Dr. Pelee ; Mr. C. J. Fox; Dr. Allen, 
New York; Mr. Wigg; Dr. Metcalfe, Crewe; Mr. Ferney; Mr. Morcom ; 
Mr. Herbert, Uttoxeter; Rev. A. J. D. D’Orsey; Dr. Moore, Lancaster ; 
Dr. Kirk, Bathgate ; Dr. Easby, Darlington ; Mr. Hosking ; Dr. Barbour ; 
Dr. Stevenson; Dr. Henry, Ottawa; Mr. Meymott, Ludlow; Dr. Yeld, 
Sunderland ; Rev. P. T. Ouvry, Wing ; Mr. Williams, Balloch ; Mr. Blasson, 
Edgware ; Mr. Roberts, Ashton ; Dr. Hopgood, Surrey County Hospital ; 
Dr. Major, Hungerford ; Dr. Sutherland, Castletown ; Mr. Jones, Alfreton ; 
Rey. H. B. Wilder; Dr. Gervis, Mr. M‘Nicoll, Liverpool; Mr. C, Welch ; 
Mr. Laird; Dr. Best, Aberdeen ; Mr. Ovens, Aldershot ; J. H.; Enquirer ; 
A Public Vaccinator; W. H. N.; A. H. R.; Venezuela; W. P., Windsor ; 
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